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Mahonia an Alkaloid of Berberis Aqui- 

folium. 

ay By Cart JunGk, Ph. D., Detroit. 

AVING recently received a sample of an 
organic substance prepared from berberis 
aquifolium, which had all the properties of 
an alkaloidal salt, I continued the exam- 

ination of the plant with the results noted below. 
The salt (a sulphate) had a very bitter taste, and 
gave all the reactions characteristic of a_nitro- 
genous organic base. It had been prepared from 
an alcoholic extract by precipitation with ammonia, 
lixiviation of the dried precipitate with ether and 
decolorizing with animal charcoal. 

In preparing a quantity of the substance for 
further examination, I adhered in general, to the 
above method of procedure, and obtained at first a 
light yellow amorphous powder of an alkaline re- 
action to test papers in its alcoholic solution, ca- 
pable of neutralizing acids and giving characteristic 
precipitates with the following reagents: Phospho- 
molybdic acid, mercuric potassic iodide, iodine, 
tannin, cadmium, potassic iodide, picric acid, pla- 
tinic chloride, potassium sulphocyanide. It gives 
no precipitate with stannous chloride or mercuric 
chloride, nor is iodine liberated when it is treated 
with iodic acid. 

A solution of potassic dichromate in sulphuric 
acid is colored at first light green, changing to 
orange yellow. It dissolves without change of 
color in sulphuric acid, but addition of potassic 
ferridcyanide tinges it a faint rose red. 

Concentrated nitric acid dissolves it without 
change of color in the cold; on heating it turns 
yellow. Treated with chlorine water and then 
with ammonia it gives neither a coloration nor 
precipitate. 

A portion prepared for elementary analysis by 
thrice repeated purification with animal charcoal 
Still retained a faint yellowish tinge, and obstinately 
refused to crystallize even when deprived of all dis- 
coverable traces of impurity. 

The percentage composition was ascertained to 
be as follows : 


° 


o*™WC 


C 63.40 
H 7.12 
N 5.30 
O 24.18 


100,00 


The double platinum salt carefully dried at 100° 
has the equivalent 472.1 which represents a pro- 
> Pertion of anhydrous alkaloid of 265.6. 





This corresponds to the equivalents and formula : 
C 168 
H 19 
N 14 
O %& 


265 Equivalent number. 


Formula: C. 28, H. 19, N. O. 8, or in the new sys- 
tem C. 14, H. 19, N. O.4. It has been decided to 
name this alkaloid MAHONIA. Its salts are white, 
although it has not been possible to obtain the base 
itself entirely colorless. 

Being desirous of verifying the results obtained, 
in order to remove all possibilities of error which 
might arise from imperfect purification, I propose 
to continue the experiments with a larger quantity, 
and till then wish to reserve any needed correction 
of the formula. The preparation will be submitted 
to the criticism of the medical profession to de- 
termine its therapeutical properties as soon asa 
sufficient quantity can be obtained for the purpose. 


Chemical Recreations. 


By ALuert B. Prescott, M. D., Professor of Organic and 
Applied Chemistry, University of Michigan. 
ha the last article, some illustrations of oxidation 
were given, using permanganate of potassium 
in various experiments, both in solution and in the 
dry way. The permanganate acts by furnishing 
oxygen in the condition of ozone, and _ therefore 
represents the great oxidations of nature, perhaps 
the most important function of the atmosphere. 
Without free atmospheric oxidation, promoted as 
it is by sunlight, the processes of decay in the field 
and forest, which now give us the mould of the 
soil, would be resolved into offensive processes of 
putrefaction, productive of deleterious gases. 
Without atmospheric oxidation, the blood itself 
becomes a fatal poison in a few minutes. Leaving 
now the illustration of oxidation by action of oxy- 
gen itself, we may next take the action of the 
chlorous group of elements, chlorine, bromine, 
and iodine, the most common and important of the 
“ oxidizing agents ’” employed by man. 

For purposes of experiment, chlorine may be 
represented by chlorinated lime, or “ bleaching 
powder.” Bromine itself may be taken, in the 
concentrated state, or it may be dissolved in about 
fifty parts of water. Iodine may be used in its 
solid state, or in either of the three liquid pre- 
parations of iodine of the pharmacopceia. As 
zodine is much less volatile, it is the more agreeable 
agent to use, and as it has a very deep color, in all 
solutions where it is free, and gives a still stronger 
color with boiled starch, its chemical movements 
are distinctly announced to the eye. 
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OXIDATIONS EFFECTED BY FREE IODINE. 


Dissolve (1) a crystal of sodium sulphite in 
water, in a glass vessel, and drop into it some /¢guor 
todint? compositus previously diluted with water. 
Test first the iodine solution, and then the sulphite 
solution to which the iodine has been added, with 
boiled starch (starch paste). The iodine has been 
converted into hydriodic acid, and the sulphite into 
a sulphate (a higher oxidation of sulphur). 


(2) Toa little water solution of sulphate of iron 
(ferrous sulphate, or green vitriol), add the same 
iodine solution, drop by drop. The iodine is again 
extinguished, as a free element, and ferric salt, a 
“ higher oxidation ” of iron, is obtained. 

(3) Test hydrosulphuric acid solution with the 
iodine solution. 


(4) Test a water solution of a crystal of hypo- 
sulphite of sodium with the iodine solution. 

Try the addition of a water solution of chlori- 
nated lime (filtered), also the addition of bromine 
water (one to fifty of water), instead of the iodine 
solution, in the above tests. Compare the results 
with those by addition of permanganate, and with 
all the operations in solutions, by the last named 
reagent, as suggested in the last article. 

In all these operations the same effect is pro- 
duced by iodine, bromine, chlorine, and by perman- 
ganate, the effect designated as “oxidation.” In 
producing this effect, the iodine, or bromine, or 
chlorine, enters into chemical union, being obliter- 
ated as a free element—just as oxygen enters into 
combination when it supports the oxidation of 
carbon in the glowing coals on the hearth. Iodine, 
in any of the combinations, resulting from the 
oxidizing operations here mentioned, is seen to be 
destitute of the rich brown color of free iodine, 
and will be found destitute of power to color 
starch-paste, or to stain the skin. Indeed, the 
blue color of iodized starch is destroyed by any of 
these substances that take iodine into chemical 
union. And the iodine stain on the skin is 
bleached by the same class of agents—hyposul- 
phite of sodium solution being one of the most 
efficient washes for this purpose. Whenever 
iodine is decolored by any agent it is brought 
into some chemical union, and ceases to be free 
iodine. This is the case with all the “colorless 
tinctures” and “colorless solutions” of iodine. 
Iodide of potassium dissolved in alcohol is as truly 
a “colorless tincture of iodine” as any preparation 
to which this name has been applied. 

All the caustic alkalies (4), in solution, take up 
free iodine—iodide and iodate of the alkali metal 
being formed. In case of water of ammonia, 
small portions of iodoform and of iodide of ni- 
trogen in black precipitate may be formed. The 
first step in the ordinary manufacture of iodide 
of potassium is to decolor iodine in solution of 
potassa. 

Carbolic acid (5), with heat, slowly decolors 
iodine, phenyl iodide being formed. This prepar- 
ation has been used in medicine, especially by in- 
halation, and has entered into some proprietary 
remedies. 

It is notable that we cannot predict color (any 
more than any other quality) from chemical con- 
stituents. The hemoglobine of the red blood cor- 
puscles is blood-red ; is it colored by the iron in its 
composition? The chlorophyll which colors “the 
green earth” also contains iron, with the common 
organic elements ; is this color, too, due to the iron? 
The color of iodine is-an intense and deeply per- 
vasive brown. The most of its compounds, formed 
by experiments above mentioned, are colorless. 
Others are bright red; others, yellow; others, 
green. It is a very pretty simple experiment (6) to 





pour a thin stream of very dilute solution of po. , 
tassium iodide into a large glass jar containing 
some very dilute solution of corrosive chloride of 
mercury. After the brilliant precipitate has been 
dissolved by continued addition of the same liquid 
that produced it, some of the resulting clear soly- 
tion (potassio-mercuric iodide) may be poured into 
another glass jar of water containing a half-dozen 
grains of quinia sulphate, with sulphuric acid to 
dissolve. All vegetable alkaloids are precipitated 
in the same way. With suitable incantations, 
about red lions eating their tails, etc., this little ex- 
periment would have served the alchemists very 
good purposes. 

With a microscope, of even a hundred diameters, 
the formation of iodoform (7) is a pretty study, 
Put a dozen or twenty drops of alcohol in a test 
tube; add four or six drops of solution of potassa, 
then warm and add of compound solution of iodine 
till the iodine color just ceases to disappear. Set 
aside till a light yellow sediment appears. Examine 
this under the magnifier for all sorts of six-sided 
plates and six-pointed stars, of yellow color. 


Veratrum Viride. 
By W. S. Lartra, M. D., Lincoln, Neb. 


F late a great many articles have been published 

in NEW PREPARATIONS under the above title. 

It is surprising that an agent introduced over 

twenty-two years ago by Dr. Norwood, and extolled 

by him as a remedial agent through printed circu- 

lars sent to physicians all over the country should 

be styled by some “a new agent,” or that there 

should be such a diversity of opinion as to its 
proper administration. 

Dr. Lawrence in the May number publishes a 
very good article which should be carefully stud- 
ied by every reader of your excellent journal who 
is not already well acquainted with this very potent 
remedy. 

Dr. Clendenen, although a little caustic in his 
criticisms in the same number, is also eminently 
correct in his conclusions. 

I have used veratrum in the form of tincture 
ever since its introduction to the profession, until 
recently I have procured Parke, Davis & Co.’s fluid 
extract, because of its more concentrated form and 
the confidence I have in their preparations. I con- 
stantly carry it in my pocket case, and there is no 
remedy that I would not rather dispense with than 
this drug. 

I was astonished at the enormous doses recom- 
mended by some writers, being confident that 
only the emetic properties of the drug prevented it 
from killing the patients; unless the chloral and 
bromide of potassium which was given with it 
acted as an antidote. ; 

A case is reported of a young girl who for sui- 
cidal purposes took over twenty grains of strych- 
nine. The doctor who was called immediately ad- 
ministered eighty grains of chloral hydrate, and 
soon afterwards repeated the same in forty-grain 
doses, and the patient recovered. Does it follow 
that if you wish to get the therapeutic effects of 
strychnine you should give twenty grains and then 
give two drachms of chloral to prevent its killing? 
In other words, is it consistent with good practice 
to give a remedy and its antidote at the same 
time? 

I know a man in this city who swallowed an 
ounce of liniment composed of equal parts of chlo- 
roform and tincture of aconite, which he had pro- 
cured at a drug store for facial neuralgia. Pow- 
erful, incessant vomiting immediately followed. 
After an hour or more a doctor arrived, and I am 
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credibly informed that he administered repeated 
doses of bromide. of potassium and nothing else. 
The man recovered. Now, was it the bromide of 
potassium or the vomiting, or both that saved the 
patient? If it was the vomiting, would it be safe in 
another case to repeat the dose? 

If two to five drops of Parke, Davis & Co.’s 
fluid extract repeated every half hour or hour will 
soon bring the patient fully under its influence, in 
the name of common sense why should we give 
more ? 

Although deaths are reported from its use, I 
never have seen one, but I have seen patients in a 
very alarming condition from using too much. 

In 1862, whilst in the U. S. service, I gave it to 
a young, robust soldier in camp, to reduce arterial 
excitement with partial delirium, accompanying an 
attack of remittent fever. The exact quantity 
given I do not now recollect, but I never gave 
more than ten-drop doses of Norwood’s tincture, 
which is a comparatively mild preparation. The 
medicine was given about noon, and I was called 
away about twenty miles to examine a company of 
soldiers about to be mustered into service. I re- 
turned early next morning, and was summoned in 
great haste to see my patient, whom all believed 
to be dying. Found him pulseless at the wrist in 
a kind of collapsed condition, with cold clammy 
sweat, great relaxation; in a word, almost dead. 

I ordered alcoholic stimulants, both by the 
stomach and to the extremities, with friction. The 
patient soon rallied, and by the aid of tonics and 
mild cholagogue cathartics, was well in a few days. 

I could refer to several other cases where the 
toxical effects of the drug were strongly mani- 
fested under the use of these small doses. Then 
where is the propriety in giving a child, two and a 
half years old, the “ third of a teaspoonfuj?” 

The plan of using veratrum, with several other 
agents of different classes, and attempting to cure 
all kinds of diseases with it, is behind the age. The 
time has gone by for using Theriaca Andromachi, 
with its sixty-four ingredients, on the shot-gun 
plan. Each agent should be used for its own 
peculiar effect upon the organs or functions of one 
or more organs. Veratrum acts powerfully upon 
the heart, and two to five drops of Parke, Davis & 
Co.’s fluid extract will scarcely have to be repeated 
to relieve palpitation, from whatever cause induced. 
And where the heart is bounding with excitement, 
whether from malarial poisoning, or any other 
cause, forcing the blood on the brain, causing con- 
vulsions, delirium or coma, veratrum will certainly 
quiet the heart, and speedily relieve the patient, if 
the cerebral congestion has not caused extravasa- 
tion of blood through the brain before the remedy 
is given. 

If there is a comatose condition with a slow, 
strong pulse, when the patient is first seen, vera- 
trum to control the heart, gelsemium to assist in 
relieving the system, capsicum, or xanthoxylum, 
towarm the stomach and assist other means in 
equalizing the circulation, is proper treatment. 

In rheumatic and neuralgic affections of the 
heart, causing great alarm to the patient, veratrum 
gives present relief, and should be kept always 
on hand by patients suffering in this way, to be 
taken immediately after the first symptom of an 
attack upon the heart appears. I have known a 
patient afflicted with rheumatism, and subject to 
frequent attacks of this kind, keep a bottle of tinc- 
ture constantly at hand, and four or five drops 
would invariably give present relief. 

I have used it with excellent results, combined 
with colchicum, bitter tonics and cholagogue 
cathartics, in articular rheumatism, in five-drop 
doses of the fluid extract, sufficiently often to 





nauseate, but not to vomit. However, in this 
combination, it is hard to tell how much credit is 
due the veratrum. 

It acts promptly in “sick headache,” always 
attended with gastric derangement, and partial 
cerebral congestion. It may be repeated until it 
vomits, thus relieving the stomach of its undi- 
gested and often fermenting contents, relaxing the 
system, equalizing the circulation, causing a flow 
of bile, and controlling the heart’s action. 

But this article is becoming too long. 





Ustilago Maidis. 
By W. H. Rouss, M. D., Detroit. 


ECALE Cornutum, or spurred rye, was used 
by Camerarius as a parturient, more than two 
hundred years ago. Like many other valuable 
therapeutic agents, many vicissitudes attended its 
introduction as a standard remedy. Its very posi- 
tive action on the womb of the parturient woman 
could not fail to attract attention ; and at times the 
danger and extreme suffering of the woman, from 
the severe and continuous uterine contractions, in- 
duced by ergot, together with an unusual number 
of still-born children, excited so much opposition 
to its use that few deemed it wise to prescribe it, 
or even administer it secretly. It thus gradually 
went out of use, and was almost or quite forgotten 
till re-introduced by Dr. Stearns, of New York, in 
1807. It has now become a popular remedy, not 
as a parturient only, but also for many other pur- 
poses. 

The ergot of rye, whether acting through the 
sympathetic nerves or not, produces tonic contrac- 
tions of the nonstriated muscles; hence the severe 
and long-continued uterine contractions so valuable 
in checking hemorrhage and expelling the contents 
of the womb, whether blood-clot, mole, tumor or 
foetus. It also causes contraction of the blood- 
vessels, and is therefore of much service in reducing 
congestion or inflammation. It will be remem- 
bered that this contraction of the nonstriated 
muscles is tonic. From this arises the extreme 
danger to the child during parturition, unless the 
labor be very brief. It will also account for the 
gangrene of the extremities occasionally caused by 
the use of rye bread, made of rye containing con- 
siderable smut. 

In some cases the tonic contractions are of great 
service, but there are other cases in which clonic 
contractions would be much more desirable. 
During labor it is very desirable at times to stimu- 
late the expulsive efforts. Ergot of rye is usually 
effective, but, as said before, places the child in 
jeopardy. Some remedy, therefore, which would 
induce clonic instead of tonic contractions of the 
nonstriated muscles would be a valuable acquisition, 
Ustilago maidis seems to fulfill this indication. 

Ustilago maidis, or smut corn is similar in origin 
to spurred rye. It seems to have a similar action 
on the nonstriated muscular tissue, except that the 
contractions are interrupted. This would obviate 
much of the danger to the child during parturition, 
and of gangrene in cases where the medicine must 
be used freely for a considerable time. 

Since the introduction of ustilago, I have used 
very little secale cornutum in my obstetric practice. 
This new remedy seems more desirable, for, while 
it seems quite as effective in stimulating uterine 
contractions, those contractions are interrupted, 
and therefore resemble the natural pains. If smut 
corn, instead of smut rye, were used by midwives, 
our mortuary tables would probably contain less 
“ still born.’ 

A few weeks ago I saw a rather severe case of 
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post-partum hemorrhage. Ustilagod maidis was 
given, and the flowing checked, but the contrac- 
tions were notconstant. This caused some uneasi- 
ness for a time, the woman being very weak, but 
my fears were groundless. I have never seen better 
results from ergot. 

For some years I have been using ergot of rye 
alone, or with bromides for headaches unattended 
with fever, with favorable results. On several 
occasions ustilago was substituted for the ergot, 
but the results were scarcely as favorable. The 
number of cases are quite limited, and further ob- 
servation is required. 

Some time ago I was called to see a boy aged 9 
years. He had been sick with pneumonia three 
days. The fever was high, the respiration short 
and quick, the sputa very rusty, and the pain quite 
severe. Both lungs were affected. The child was 
very restless, and somewhat delirious. The ordi- 
nary remedies were used two days with very little 
improvement. The sputa became free and some- 
what like prune juice. At my third visit ustilago 
was ordered, and I was much pleased to find at my 
next call very markedimprovement. The delirium 
was gone; the expectorated matter was almost 
destitute of blood—the improvement being noticed 
after the first dose. The recovery was unusually 
rapid. 

A few weeks after this a man with inflamma- 
tion of the right lung came under my care. Re- 
membering the excellent results apparently due to 
ustilago in the previous case, the same remedy 
was again prescribed. The results, though favor- 
able, were not so positive as had been observed in 
the boy. The man has suffered for a year or 
more from chronic bronchitis, and this possibly 
had a little modifying influence in the results. 

Ergot has been used for some time in pneu- 
monia, and certain physicians give very favorable 
reports of its action. I have used it repeatedly 
for hemorrhage of the lungs with satisfactory re- 
sults. I should now have no hesitation in using 
ustilago in these, to the friends at least, exciting 
cases. 

Ustilago maidis has been under observation too 
short a time to fully establish its position as a 
therapeutic agent. It is supposed to be similar in 
origin, if not composition, to the ergot of rye, and 
therefore may possess similar medicinal properties. 
The expulsive pains during labor vary so greatly 
not only in different labors but at different times 
in the same labor, that many careful observations 
are required to fully establish the true effects of 
any ecbolic that may be used. It is not unusual 
for women to have a partial, if not an entire, sus- 

ension of labor pains for a short time while the 
cetal head rests on the perineum. Nature thus 
provieles a season of repose, that the parturient 
woman may the better endure the throes which 
are about to ensue. Now, should the inattentive 
accoucheur mistake this lull for atony of the 
uterus, and administer any medicine as an ecbolic, 
the natural return of the pains might be attributed 
to the drug used rather than to its true cause. 
This mistake is particularly liable to occur in all 
thosé cases in which the drug induces intermit- 
tent pains like those of ordinary labor. 

In testing the influence of medicine of this 
class, the influence of the mind should not 
be overlooked. Every one acquainted with ob- 
stetric practice must be familiar with the fre- 

uency of the suspension of pain on the arrival of 
the physician; and, during the course of labor, the 
woman who has placed not only her own life but 
also that of her prospective offspring in the hands 
of her attendant, is naturally influenced by the 
actions of her physician. Some females under 


these circumstances are so susceptible, that a tea- 
spoonful of water, even, might take the place of 
ergot. 

Now, after testing ustilago for several years, 
and carefully bearing in mind the many sources 
of error that may arise, I still have great conf- 
dence in its virtues as a therapeutic agent to take 
the place of the ergot of rye. 


Betonica Officinalis (Wood Betony),. 
- By A. Eppnon, M. D., Tontogany, O. 


N the May number of NEW PREPARATIONS] 

noticed an article by Dr. F. Herring relative to 
the use of betonica officinalis, an old, well-known 
German plant. I call it a German plant, because 
it is found most abundantly in any part of Ger- 
many, and is called wiesen betonie. 

There are seven species of the betonica family, 
which are: betonica officinalis, b. alopecuros, b, 
aquatica, b. hirsuta, b, incana, b. legitima, b. 
stricta, all of which have been known to me for 
over twenty years, but they have been used and 
known for centuries. 

Betonica officinalis is the most important of the 
betonica family ; it is a small and beautiful plant, 
with a great many leaves rising from the root, 
They are broad and round, and standing upon 
long foot-stalks. From these rise small, slender, 
upright, hairy stalks, with leaves at the joints 
smaller than the lower; they have a faint odor, 
like melissa, English balm ; the heads of the flow- 
ers are like lavender, but thicker and shorter and 
of a red, purplish color, with white spots in the 
upper and lower parts, but they hardly have any 
odor at all. 

The Greek name of betonica officinalis itself in- 
dicates that it grows in a cold climate, and is used 
to cold weather, and is for that reason found in 
the middle of winter. 

The flowers, leaves and roots are used for me- 
dicinal purposes; by pulverizing the dry leaves 
and dry flowers you will have one of the best ca- 
tarrh snuffs known. The leaves and roots have a 
bitter, sharp, astringent taste; the tincture and 
fluid extract of the green leaves I have used with 
splendid results, and would pronounce it a power- 
ful stomachic, an excellent expectorant, a valuable 
remedy in chronic inflammation of the bladder and 
kidneys, a nerve tonic and a laxative. I have used 
it also in enlargement of the spleen, jaundice, 
dropsy, and as a nervine with good results. 

The roots are used mostly when they are green; 
twenty grains are sufficient- for a laxative. The 
same amount of dry root will produce nausea and 
vomiting. A plaster prepared out of the green 
root I have used with good results in skin diseases, 
wounds and sore breasts. 

The preparation I formerly used was a syrup 
prepared from the green roots, but a tincture or 
fluid extract, or. any reliable preparation can be 
employed to secure the effects of the drug. 

The other species of the betonica family have 
more or less the same medicinal properties, except 
the betonica aquatica (water betony), which when 
used, even in small doses, will produce dangerous 
symptoms. 

B. officinalis has been used in France for over 4 
century. Its name there is bétoine (labiat# 
stachydex, lamicz)-—Essazs sur quelques plantes 
indegénes, substitutées avec succes, a des végttaus 
exotiques, aux guels ona joint des observations 
médicinales sur les mémes objets. Nanci: 178. 
Yo. Phil. Eysel, resp. F. Bleek; de Betonica Er- 





ford; 1716, 4. Antonius Musa wrote a lengtay 
article in Stm. Paullus Quadr. Bot., on B. offic. 
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Ackerman, progr. de Antonius Musa, Alld., 1786. 
Dioskorides, VU. 54. Dr. F. L. Strumpf, Arznez- 
mittellehre, vol. zt, P.96. Berlin; 1855. 

All the above authors recommend betonica of- 
ficinalis for various other diseases, but principally 
in those diseases which I have named in this 
article, and these are the only diseases in which I 
have given it a fair trial and with satisfactory re- 


sults. 


Grindelia Squarrosa—Kava-Kava. 

3y R. A. Frencu, M. D., Ypsilanti, Mich. 

ROM my limited experience in the use of new 
F remedies, I desire to report a few cases of 
interest in which the remedies have proved an en- 
tire success. In August, 1878, Mrs. B., age 51 
years, consulted me fora variety of ailments, promi- 
nent among which were an enlarged spleen and 
liver, with chronic inflammation, which had existed 
many years, She had always lived in this malarial 
climate, but had never had a fully developed “ague 
chill;” yet had suffered from most of the malarial 
symptoms. Prescribed : 

Grindelia squarrosa, 
Glycerine, 4& § ij. 

One teaspoonful three times a day. 

Aug. 30, complained of languor. Prescribed 
two grains of quinine three times a day in addition 
to the above for a few days only, and then con- 
tinued as before, till November, when she was en- 
tirely well, and for the first time in years was able 
to do all kinds of work without pain through the 
side, This is a case where almost no other remedy 
was used, and indicates more fully its specific ac- 
tion, than in any other in which I have prescribed it. 

Kava-kava I have found to exert a most satisfac- 
tory influence over suppurative inflammation of 
the urinary organs. In four cases of cystitis of 
variable duration, it has effected a cure where other 
remedies failed. In one case of two years’ standing, 
where there was a discharge of blood, and pus at 
times, and nearly all other remedies had been used, 
I prescribed a blister over the sacrum, a milk diet 
and barley water tea, in conjunction with fifteen 
drops of kava four times a day. After ten days 
the patient felt so nearly well that she thought fur- 
ther treatment unnecessary, but I recommended 
the continued use of the kava twice a day until 
entirely well. 

A case of secondary gonorrhceal inflammation, 
now under treatment, is improving rapidly by the 
use of the following prescription : 

R. Fl. ext. eucalyptus globulus, % jss. 
Fl, ext. kava-kava, 3ss. 
Benzoic acid, 3 jss. 
Borax (pulv.), 3 iij. 

M.S. One teaspoonful three times a day. 

Bland drinks, and an unstimulating diet used at 
the same time. 

In one case of a purely bronchial cough, yerba 
santa proved anentiresuccess in fifteen-drop doses 
in glycerine three times a day ; but in other cases 
of cough arising from diseased condition of the 
lung, it has been of no avail. 

_Cascara sagrada as a laxative is generally effi- 
cient in from one-half to one teaspoonful doses 
once a day; but it is necessary to continue its use 
in obstinate constipation, and is not so palatable as 
many other cathartics. 

Damiana. 
By C. G. Pox, M. D., Philadelphia. 


HE views of Dr. A. B. Woodward, as given in 
the May number of the NEW PREPARATIONS, 
do not differ materially from mine, as published in 





the Virginia Medical Monthly of February of 
this year. The idea that this agent is a direct 
stimulant of erotic desires is without the slightest 
basis. In several cases of abnormal sexual appe- 
tite, it has acted as a calmative, relieving the 
trouble by imparting tone and vigor to the sexual 
apparatus. 

In my ‘“kephaline pamphlet,” published last 
fall, I said, “There is another condition which 
seems to have been overlooked by other students 
of the organismal relations of phosphorus. It is 
this : the nerve cell frequently becomes exhausted, 
so that notwithstanding the blood may convey to 
it, sufficient of its pabulum for nerve nutrition, it is 
not appropriated, just as a starved stomach be- 
comes incapable of digesting food. The remedy 
for this trouble is damiana, in conjunction with 
small doses of phosphorus. The two agents act 
upon the nerve cell, as quassia and colombo act 
upon the stomach, and thus enable it to assimilate 
its animating principle, and perform its multitudi- 
nous duties. Frequently have I employed the two 
agents in cases in which the phosphorous com- 
pounds had failed to be of advantage. I cannot 
recall a single case in which the result was not ina 
high degree satisfactory ; the phosphorous com- 
pounds were assimilated, and fully manifested their 
physiological action. Damiana is one of the most 
positive nerve tonics in the reach of the medical 
practitioner. In my treatise ‘Tuberculosis and 
Scrofulosis, Causations, Lesions and Therapeutics,” 
I said “damiana immediately and directly im- 
presses the nerve centres which preside over re- 
spiration and nutrition. It imparts to them a very 
permanent tone and vigor. While slow in the re- 
sult, not manifesting for a week or more any bene- 
fit, it seldom fails within a month in displaying the 
most positive and unequivocal advantage. As a 
remedy in tuberculosis, | am sure it is entitled to 
an important place. If not equal to cod-liver oil, 
quinia, laboratory-made hypophosphites, animal 
hypophosphites, and vegetable phosphates in its 
aggregate value, in a considerable number of 
cases, it, byits invigorating influence upon the nerve 
cells, enables the organism to assimilate and coér- 
dinate these remedies to its various wants and pur- 
poses.” 

My experience with it as a sexual tonic is well 
known. All I have said in its favor is here reiter- 
ated, but so many others have had a similar expe- 
rience that there can no longer be any doubt but 
that it is the best tonic and remedy for sexual de- 
bility now known. 


Chionanthus Virginica. 
By Joun A. HENNING, Red Key, Ind. 


HIS shrub, or small tree, grows from eight to 
fifteen feet high, and being a very beautiful, 
ornamental plant, is in some places cultivated in 
gardens. It grows from Pennsylvania to Tennessee, 
on river banks, and in some places very plentifully. 
In May and June it presents snow-white flowers. 
It is more known by the common names of “ Fringe 
Tree,” “Poison Ash,” and “Old Man’s Beard.” 

Medical properties and uses: Our dispensatory 
says that it is aperient, alterative and diuretic, 
with some narcotic properties. 

Having used the fluid extract of this remedy 
very extensively during the past year, I wish to give 
my observation and experience of this remedy for 
the benefit of others. 

In functional jaundice it is nearly a specific, 
given in doses of the fluid extract of from fifteen 
to twenty drops, every three to six hours, as it may 
be indicated in the case. I have often tried it in 
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this disease, and find that it acts as a mild aperi- 
ent and diuretic, and esfeczally as a diaphoretic, 
not to sensible perspiration, but increases the flow 
of insensible perspiration, and thus in a reasonable 
time, changes the skin from a dirty yellow to the 
clear and clean skin, so much desired by the phy- 
sician. 

It has a special affinity for the liver, stimulating 
that organ to a healthy action, increasing the flow 
of bile, and is thus an excellent remedy in torpor 
of that organ, arousing it to action very efficiently 
and gently, without interfering with other secre- 
tions, and is eliminated through the skin and kid- 
neys. 

I can heartily recommend this remedy in jaun- 
dice and torpid liver, as being very prompt in its 
action, reliable and safe. Of course such other 
remedies must be given as may be indicated, espe- 
cially where the bowels are very torpid, and urine 
somewhat suppressed ; but let this fluid extract be 
given as the leading remedy, and the result will 
always be satisfactory. I have used it in a sufficient 
number of cases in the above form of disease to 
enable me to rely on it in my practice. 


Veratrum Viride. 
By L. J. Cotuins, M. D., Bay Village, Ark. 


] NOTICE in the April and May numbers of 

NEW PREPARATIONS several articles upon the 
above named drug, and like men’s views upon al- 
most all questions, the gentlemen seem to differ in 
regard to the dose of verat. vir. The question with 
me is, has verat. vir. or any other drug a stan- 
dard or authorized (intelligibly) dose; is not the 
dose of that as of others, relative? The great ques- 
tion should be not only with veratrum viride, but 
with all drugs, not what is the dose, but what is its 
physiological action? This known, the physician 
who has properly applied himself can administer 
his remedies intelligently ; he knows not only what 
to give, but when it is given what to expect from 
it. Now, in regard to this question as to dose, I 





must side with Dr. Hagadorn, not because ot his 


heroism, but because my experience with the rem. 
edy coincides with his. Then, too, if we are to fol. 
low the advice of Dr. Lawrence, rational physicians 
might as well suffer themselves to be called “jn. 
finitesimals,” for surely there is as much sense in 
yoking ourselves to specified small doses as to 
specified large or medium doses. The symptoms 
of the case and the physiological action of a dru 

must determine the dose of that drug. Had the 
profession permitted themselves to have been thus 
confined to the authorized dose, where would 
have been now the, to most of us, sheet anchor 
in neurotic affections, the bromide of potassium; 
the dose which we are now accustomed to 
administer is not the dose at first authorized, but 
it is what at first was declared sufficient to produce 
its, not therapeutic, but toxic effects. Let each 
physician depend a little more upon the first per- 
sonal pronoun, and not altogether upon the third, 


Berberis Aquifolium. 
By J. H. McIntyre, M. D., Richmond, Ind. 


tag looking over the June number of NEw Pre- 

PARATIONS, I noticed with much interest an 
article from the pen of W. H. Rouse, M. D., Detroit, 
Mich., in regard to the use of berberis aquifolium 
in cutaneous and syphilitic diseases. As Dr. R.’s 
experience with this remedy tallies so closely with 
my own, I cannot forbear adding my testimony 
to the efficacy of the drug in the treatment of the 
above named diseases. Particularly would I call 
attention to its reléabzlity for cure in secondary 
syphilis. Cases which I now call to mind making 
unsatisfactory improvement under the use of potas. 
iod., hydrarg. biniod., hydrarg. prot. iod., and for 
weeks took in large doses the “syop Gibert” as 
used in the Pennsylvania Hospital, Philadelphia, 
by Dr. F. F. Maury, made such decided and marked 
improvement under the use of berberis aquifolium 
as to leave no room for doubt as to its reliability 
and efficacy. 








Correspondence. 





Yerba Reuma. 


In the May number of your valuable journal, I 
saw an article from Dr. Weinstein, of Indiana, upon 
the treatment of herpes zoster by the fluid extract 
of yerba reuma. I have had within the past two 
weeks several cases of herpes, in which I used the 
fluid extract of yerba reuma as a local application, 
in the full strength. Found it to act admirably, 
and I would commend it to the profession as the 
local application in herpes zoster. 

J. HELMICK, M. D. 

HARRISBURG, O., June 26, 1879. 

Ustilago Maidis. 

I have not had an opportunity to test this drug 
as an oxytoxic since I received it from you, but I 
have used it with great success in another way. I 
find it very useful in delayed menstruation prepared 
in this manner: On a glass slab I niake an even 
layer of sugar of milk about four lines in thickness. 
This I saturate with the fluid extract of ustilago, 
let it stand until dry, and then make it up into one- 
grain powders. Of these I give three or four a 
day. I have used it in a number of cases with uni- 
form and immediate success, the delayed flow 
coming on naturally and without pain. It has not 
failed in a single case as yet. 

GEO. WM. WINTERBURN, M. D., 





229 WEST 22d St., NEW YorK. 


Cascara Sagrada. 

I have had occasion to give cascara sagrada to 
quite a number of females, and in every case when 
taken during menstruation, the flow was increased 
and prolonged even to prostration. I have also 
observed that in both male and female, if given in 
large doses—such as would produce an excess of 
three stools per day, that giddiness and prostration 
are produced. These symptoms pass off on stop- 
ping the medicine. I have obtained the best results 
from doses that would just produce a laxative 
effect, taken immediately after eating. The reports 
in your journal regarding this medicine are not a 
bit overdrawn—in fact they are not complete; the 
future will prove that this drug has a wider range 
of action than is now claimed tor it. 1 4mow from 
experience; let every physician try for himself, 
then he will know. Respectfully, etc., 

E. HENDERSON, M. D. 

PORTLAND, Or., May 29, 1879. 


Fucus Vesiculosus, Etc. 


I have treated forty-three cases of obesity with 
fucus vesiculosus, juniperi fructus and juglans 
cinera, with the following results: Nineteen have 
been reduced from an average weight of 24948 
pounds to an average of 153% pounds, fourteen 


have shown marked improvement, while of the ~ 
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remainder, four cases examined show only a slight 
loss of adipose, about 1% per cent, in an average 
of 29 days’ treatment. Of other cases no im- 
rovement has been observed. I deem it proper 
that Ishould state that seven of the nineteen of 
the first mentioned were treated with a sample of 
fucus vesiculosus that I obtained from a New York 
house, and after using it for some time with no 
apparent success, I substituted a sample sent me 
by my friend, Dr. Randall, of Illinois, that was ob- 
tained from Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit, when a 
decided reduction in fat was observed at once. 
I. H. LOWE, M. D. 
THURMAN, Mo., May 24, 1879. 


Constipation Pill. 

Mr. EDITOR—I have used the following for- 
mula in my practice for several months with 
marked success in constipation and as a general 
laxative and cathartic. Thinking that the publi- 
cation of the formula in your valuable journal 
might be of interest to some of your many read- 
ers, 1 have taken the liberty of approaching you 
on the subject : 

R. Podophyllin, one-fourth grain. 
Ext. colocynth, one-fourth grain. 
Ext. butternut, one-half grain. 
Po. apocynum can., one-half grain. 
Ext. nux vomica, one-eighth grain. 
Ext. hyosciamus, one-eighth grain. 
Euonymin, one-fourth grain. 


Make one pill. 
usually prescribe from one to three pills, as oc- 
casion requires, but two pills will usually produce 
a mild operation. 
I, J. M. GOSS, M. D. 
MARIETTA, Ga., June 23, 1879. 


New Remedies. 

A copy of your journal is before me, and having 
hastily glanced over the contents, I am favorably 
impressed with same. I have long been aware of 
the great need of some medium through which the 
active members of the profession throughout the 
country could communicate to all concerned, their 
observations and experiences, for while it is true 
that we have many valuable periodicals, general 
and special, it is equally true that many of them 
have ever been published in special personal and 
local interests; hence, to my mind, their sphere of 
usefulness has been circumscribed. I conclude 
that, what we want in medicine (as in every other 
station in life) is men who, “ knowing the right, 
dare assert it.” I like and admire the ingenuous 
maxim of the celebrated Baglivi: “I am,” said he, 
“neither for the ancients nor for the moderns, but 
shall be for every age and nation.” This candid 
and philosophical declaration should be our motto: 
“Prove all things, hold fast that which is good.” 
I cannot see without regret, the constant opposition 
which everything new encounters from some indi- 
viduals who can read the past only, but will not 
admit, or cannot understand, the improvements of 
the present. 

Iam using some of the “ new remedies, introduced 
through your columns. I have not had sufficient 
experience with them yet to enable me to pronounce 
upon any one of them, and I may here say that I 
am very careful (and think all physicians should 
be) how I speak and write in regard to the proper- 
lies and curative powers of medicines. I may, 
however, venture to say that so far, I am well 
Pleased with the action of several of the prepara- 
tions referred to, and when my experience will 
justify the same, I will write more explicitly of 

em. They are, as well as all the preparations of 





Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., that I have seen, care- 

fully and neatly prepared, and put up. Yours 

obediently, M. W. C. FRAZIER, M. D. 
TILDEN, Texas, June 14, 1879. 


Cascara Sagrada and Berberis Aquifolium. 


Having used for a few months several of the re- 
cent additions to our materia medica, I have to say 
a word in favor of some of them. 

Of cascara sagrada my opinion is that it is the 
best remedy I ever used for constipation. I have 
used it in about one hundred cases of constipa- 
tion, with invariably good results. What I wish 
to note particularly is in the constipation attendant 
upon cancer of the stomach. I have prescribed 
for two of thesecases. One of them has been un- 
der my observation nearly a year, and the cascara 
acts like a charm in relieving the bowels. Has 
had two severe attacks of hemorrhage lately, and 
probably will not last much longer. 

The other case I merely prescribed for, and do 
not know subsequent history. I prescribed cascara 
in the first place out of desperation, as nothing I 
gave appeared to relieve, and obtained such good 
results as to use it again, but have not heard from 
the second case. 

I have used berberis aquifolium in a few cases of 
psoriasis (5), and with good results except in one, 
and that has been under treatment but two weeks, 
and is an old-standing and obstinate case. Has 
had a number of physicians, and probably as 
many remedies. 

This case, after taking twenty minims of ber- 
beris, had considerable buzzing in the ears, similar 
to that caused by quinine, continuing for about 
three hours. He also had a considerable coryza 
and injection of conjunctive, passing off in ten 
hours, from five grains of iodide of potash. Now 
I have used drachm-doses of berberis without 
buzzing, and have given twenty grains of iodide of 
potash every four hours without coryza. I think 
the case is peculiar, on account of its having an 
idiosyncrasy for both remedies. 

I am prescribing berberis as a tonic and altera- 
tive in some cases of general debility. Itis a good 
tonic. ° 
I am also using grindelia robusta, kava-kava, 
etc. Will give results at some future time. 

Respectfully, etc., O. S. WRIGHT, M. D. 

BRADFORD, Pa., June 21, 1879. 


EDITOR NEW PREPARATIONS—In your notice 
of the transactions of the State Eclectic Med- 
ical and Surgical Society of Michigan for the 
year 1878, in the June number of your valued 
journal, you say, after giving the active mem- 
bership correctly, as shown by the transactions, 
“we had supposed that eclecticism had a larger 
following in Michigan, and must confess to a 
disappointment.” Now, the eclectics of Mich- 
igan, like every other respectable body, court fair 
criticism and deprecate any other, and while we 
would not accuse the writer of the above with 
willful unfairness, we must insist that the state- 
ment as it stands will tend to mislead the reader 
as to the relative strength of eclecticism in Mich- 
igan, and must confess that we are surprised that 
one who must know the history of medical socie- 
ties in this State so well as he, should express such 
disappointment. Had it been stated in the same 
connection that the Detroit meeting was the second 
annual meeting of the society, we would have 
been satisfied, for then few would have shared the 
disappointment of the writer, and if the reader had 
been acquainted with the early history of other 
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State medical societies he would rather have been 
surprised that so many had been enrolled. 

The. State Medical Society (allopathic) was or- 
ganized in 1866. We have not the early records 
of that society at our command, but find from the 
earliest we have that five years after its organiza- 
tion only 35 of the members of 1866 and 14 of 
those of 1867, making 49 for the two years, were on 
the roll. Admitting that some of the members of 
those years may have been dropped, we think that 
41 members for the first, and nine more for the 
second year, making 50 in two years, is not a bad 
showing for eclecticism in comparison. Then, 
when it is known that the new society was or- 
ganized during the existence and in the face of 
the bitter opposition of the old State Eclectic Med- 
ical Association, the reader will understand us 


when we say that its following has been all that its % 


friends could have expected. 

One more point we would notice. You sg 
“The transactions also show that, as in homeo. 
pathy so in eclecticism, the practice bears no rela. 
tion to the theory, and mineral agents seem to be 
considered as valuable as those purely vegetable” 

To this we would simply say that while eclectj- 
cism was evolved largely from the old botanic 
practice, it never, since the name eclectic was 
adopted, has been purely a “rute and yarb” prac. 
tice, and that Michigan eclecticism, as defined jn 
the platform of the State society in question, és 
just what the term implies in tts broadest, purest 
Sense. 


H. S. MCMASTER, M. D, 





DOWAGIAC, Mich., June 30, 1879. 


weet eee ee ee ee eee oe ee ES Oe oe 


d 
: 
‘ 





lat its 


J Say, 
omeo- 
rela. 
to be 
able.” 
‘lecti- 
tanic 
> Was 
prac- 
ed in 
mM, zw 
urest 


D, 


NEW PREPARATIONS. 169 





New PREPARATIONS. 





WILLIAM BRODIE, M. D., 
Editor. 





DETROIT, MICH., JULY 15TH, 1879. 


GEO. S. DAVIS, Publisher. 








Editorial. 


Commencement at the Michigan Uni- 
‘ versity. 


v 


HE June commencement of the Medical De- 
ae partment of the University of Michigan, 
&¢ under the new arrangement, was held at 
® University Hall, on the 26th ult., when 
the following ladies and gentlemen received the 
degrees of Doctor of Medicine from the Presi- 
dent, Hon. James B. Angell, LL. D.: 


G. P. Allen, Mrs. L. Allen, E. J. Ashmore, F. L. 
Bardeen, J. A. Bean, J. M. Bell, F. E. Bortree, 
Miss M. L. Briggs, J. Campbell, L. Z. Coman, H. E. 
Combacker, H. J. Cordier, J.T. Davis, Miss H. E. 
Dean, L. C. Dexter, C. J. Eberle, M. H. Ellis, F. A. 
Foster, P. J. Fullerton, D. Geib, W. Gillett, C. D. 
Goodrich, Mrs. C. C. Hall, E. E. Hamilton, G. W. 
Harris, A. B. Herrick, W. Holt, L. H. Hulburd, 
E.S. Johnson, J. Jones, D. A. Joy, P. H. Keefe, 
M. W. Kelley, W. H. Keys, G. W. King, E. H. 
Kirk, E. W. Lamoreaux, E. M. Lindley, G. A. 
Manting, H. M. Martin, J. C. McCormick, A. F. 
McLeod, G. A. Munshaw, Miss V. C. Murdoch, 
A. R. Nicholson, H. C. Paddock, J. H. Patton, 
L. H. Recher, W. E. Roe, Miss M. A. Sanford, A. 
Sherman, A. W. Sifton, Miss M. Slade, A. M. 
Stark, A. H. Stewart, G. W. Stockton, M. Taylor, 
T. E. Taylor, F. C. Terrill, A. J. Thomson, Miss 
J. E. Turner, K. Von Ruck, D. Warren, E. K. 
Watts, Miss E. F. Wells, B. Whelan, Wm. D. Van 
Velsor, Sydney M. Mitchell. Total, 64. 


This class had completed two courses of nine 
months each, and showed a marked improvement 
over their predecessors that had had only twelve 
months’ instruction. There remain only two neces- 
sities to make a first-class educated physician in 
the Medical Department of the University. The 
first is already provided for, to take effect in the 
session of 1880-81, viz., the graded course of nine 
months for three years; the second, a higher 
grade of preliminary education. This should be 
demanded upon entrance, and the board of medi- 
cal examiners have expressed to the Regents 
What they consider the lowest standard that 
should be required, and have asked that it be 
published in the new announcement, so that the 
young men upon final examination for their de- 
grees may not be plucked for lack of the first 
elements of an English education and such a 
knowledge of Latin and Greek as to enable them 
to readily read the Latin and Greek readers. 

The truth is, it is the medical schools them- 
selves that keep the bars down. The profession 





demands, and the students are ready, if required, 
to present higher qualifications, and there would 
be as many of them as under the present low 
grade. The College Association was heralded in 
as the agent for advanced education. Their 
records show that advancement in fees is the 
summum bonum of their efforts. Themselves first 
and the elevation of the standard of medical edu- 
cation second. 

The medical journals must take the initiative. 
They are the natural aides-de-camp of the profes- 
sion, and by constantly keeping the question open 
before them will in time bring about the desired 
reformation. 

Harvard first. The Medical Department of the 
University of Pennsylvania, beginning with the 
session of 1880-81, will, unless the applicant be a 
graduate in the art, require him to pass a prelim- 
inary examination. Shall the Medical Department 
of the University of Michigan be the third ? 


Note on Dialyzed Iron. 


UR design in presenting the subjoined mem 
(0) oranda, is to call attention to some relations 
and features of dialyzed iron, which are of practi- 
cal value and interest in a therapeutic sense. 

This preparation has not, as yet, received the 
recognition that it deserves as a styptic and ex- 
ternal stimulating application. When combined 
with carbolic acid in the proportion of two drachms 
of the latter to a pint of the solution, the antisep- 
tic properties of phenol greatly enlarge its sphere 
of usefulness and supplement its tonic and healing 
influence. 

As an antidote to arsenic it is always ready for 
use, and may be given freely, diluted with an equal 
volume of water, to which one-thirtieth part of offi- 
cinal aqua ammonia has been added. In absence 
of ammonia the carbonate or bicarbonate of sodium 
may be used in the same proportion. Even chalk 
has been found to answer the purpose. Should 
neither of these be obtainable at the moment, sub- 
stitute common salt in about double the quantity. 
The object of these additions is to precipitate the 
oxide or oxychloride of iron from the liquid, which 
may then unite with the arsenic and remove it from 
solution. 

In chemical composition dialyzed iron of com- 
merce varies greatly according to the method of 
manufacture and care used in its preparation. 
Different samples vary between limits expressed by 
the proportions Fe., Cl.,, 11 Fe.. O, and Fe., Cl.,, 
30 Fe., Os. 

We should recommend the latter as the standard, 
as it furnishes a sufficiently basic preparation 
without sacrificing the necessary requirement of 
stability. 

We append a table showing the-equivalent value 
of other ferric preparations, as compared with 
dialyzed iron, expressed in proportion to the amount 
of metal contained in them respectively : 
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is represented by parts 


One part each 1 i i 
solution dialyzed iron. 


Crystallized sulphate iron, . ; 4 : . ° 5 
Exsiccated - 3 2 10 
Reducediron, . . . at mm . ° oS 
Solution acetate iron, ; ‘ F : ° . 244 
Ammonio citrate iron, 4 
Carbonate iron (ferric), . . 5 : ' ‘ 15 
Carbonate iron saccharated (ferrous), J ‘ ; 6 
Ammonio chloride iron, . 4 


The Eclectic School in Medicine. 
ERHAPS the majority of our readers will 
demand of us some explanation for publish- 
ing the reports of recent meetings of eclectic med- 
ical bodies, state and national, as they appear in 
our present number. It is not by any means in a 
spirit of apology that we refer to this matter, and 
yet we feel that the position which NEW PREPA- 
RATIONS seeks to maintain on the question of 
therapeutics, more particularly, calls for a few 
words on the subject. We trust that we are not 
so bigoted as to be blind to the good that is patent 
in any system, howmuchsoever that system may, 
as a whole, be contrary to that to which we adhere. 
We are not so egotistic as to maintain that preju- 
dice has no place in our mental make-up, but it zs 
our aim, as honestly as we may, in the field which 
we especially cultivate, to allow no preconceived 
opinions to interfere with our selection from what- 
ever source it may come, the new and the useful. 
Weaim, ourselves, to be “eclectic” in the broadest, 
and in the true etymological meaning of the word. 
If, for instance, should we believe that the effects 
of mercury are injurious, and that as a cholagogue 
podophyllin is a superior drug, it is our privilege to 
avoid mercury entirely and to administer podo- 
phyllin. But because we do this we are not a 
dogmatist, and neither is our standing as a regular 
practitioner at all impaired; and because we may 
think that small doses are more effective than 
large doses, we are not a homeeopathist. 

We recognize the fact that the school of practi- 
tioners who (incorrectly, we believe) style them- 
selves eclectics, have contributed a number of 
valuable articles to our materia medica, and we 
are willing to accept what they have done as an 
earnest of what they may yet do. We recognize 
them as co-workers in the same field in which we 
ourselves labor, and the only possible objection we 
have to them is that they set themselves up as 
dogmatists, and either allow, or wink at, practices 
which we believe are inconsistent with those of a 
learned and dignified profession, these practices 
not necessarily pertaining to the science of thera- 
peutics. Indeed, as far as their practice is con- 
cerned, and aside from their theories, we (in our 
ignorance, probably) fail to discover any valid 
reason why we might not consult with them at the 
bedside. As we remarked in our last number, in 
noticing a report of the proceedings of their State 
Medical Society, their practice bears but a slight 
relation to their theories. We had supposed that 
they were herbalists, pure and simple, but a refer- 
ence to Dr. McMaster’s communication in our 








present number removes this idea. What, then, 
is an “eclectic?” A certain few, forming a clique 
in Cincinnati, have for a number of years been en- 
deavoring to commit the National Eclectic Medi. 
cal Association to the vagary of “specific medica. 
tion;” but they have not yet succeeded in doing 
so. And the fact that they thus seek to make the 
association a tool whereby to further their own 
selfish and mercenary ends is capable of conclu. 
sive proof, which we are prepared to give. “ Spe. 
cific medication” is not a plank in the eclectic 
platform. We should be pleased to know, there- 
fore, wherein eclecticism Jer se differs from the 
regular school of medicine? We know, of course, 
a number of reasons why it would be unethical 
for us, as an adherent of the code of ethics to 
which we have subscribed, to consult with a so- 
called eclectic, but these reasons are strictly ethi- 
cal, and are not based on what we understand 
to be the practice of the eclectic practitioner. 

As an outsider we could volunteer a few sugges- 
tions to our eclectic brethren which, properly 
heeded, would remove many of the objections 
which exist to a perfect harmony and oneness of 
their school with ours. One of these suggestions 
would be for the eclectics to cut themselves loose 
from the influence of the Cincinnati clique referred 
to. It is discreditable to a body of educated and 
intelligent men that they should suffer themselves 
to be dominated by a few self-constituted cham- 
pions whose aim is to manipulate the association 
to the bringing of grist into the Cincinnati mill. 
The exposé, which this clique has received by gen- 
tlemen whose standing as eclectics is unimpeach- 
able, should be sufficient to cause the National 
Eclectic Medical Association to inquire into the 
honesty of its purpose. Such an inquiry would 
result in a material change in the workings of the 
association. 

The action of the association in expelling the 
member who flagrantly violated the rules of pro- 
fessional propriety in his manner of advertising, 
was one which will commend the association to the 
respect of the community. But consistency is a 
jewel which the association must regard if it would 
continue to merit the respect which its recent ac- 
tion has won for it. Dr. Filkins no more flagrantly 
violated the principles of professional and gentle- 
manly propriety than do members who stand high in 
the councils of the association. We could place our 
hand on shining stars in the eclectic firmament 
who are more, if possible, glaringly culpable of the 
very thing for which Dr. Filkins was expelled than 
was Dr. Filkins himself. Now that the association 
has commenced to use the pruning knife, let its use 
be continued even to the cutting off of large and 
plausibly appearing branches. With the expulsion 
of a number of its blatant, though smooth-toned, 
self-constituted champions, the National Eclectic 
Medical Association will advance itself in the ap- 
preciation of honorable and fair-minded men. Hav- 
ing detected the mote in the eye of one member 
let it not pass unobserved the beam which exists 
in the eyes of a number of others. 





















: July, 1879] 





r 





NEW PREPARATIONS. 171 








Book Reviews. 





Seventh Annual Report of the Secretary of 
State of the State of Michigan relating to the 
registry and return of Births, Marriages and Deaths 
for the year 1873. By Authority. Lansing, Mich- 
igan, W. S. George & Co., State Printers and 
Binders, 1879, from the Secretary. 

We learn from this the number of births returned 
as having occurred in Michigan in 1873 was 34,608, 
the number of marriages returned as having been 
solemnized in Michigan in 1873 was 10,574, and 
the number of deaths in 1873 was 14,258. Of 
course these returns are not perfect, but each year 
shows an improvement on its predecessor. We 
quote entire the explanation of the secretary why 
the statistics of 1873 are so much delayed, and we 
trust in the interest of science he may be able to 
come to time better in the future. This is a vol- 
ume of 348 pages, with a full alphabetical index, 
and from the number of tables must have taken an 
immense deal of time and patience in its prepara- 
tion : 

“It seems proper to state in explanation of the 
delay in the publication of this volume, that at the 
time the State Board of Health was established, 
the publication of the vital statistics was somewhat 
delayed, because of much statistical work by the 
compiler, in the State-department, chiefly for the 
volume of “Statistics of Michigan, 1870,” a vol- 
ume of over eight hundred pages, compiled from 
data supplied by the U. S. census, 1870. The law 
establishing the State Board of Health provides 
that the secretary of the State Board of Health 
shall be the superintendent of vital statistics; and 
it seems proper to unite the two lines of evidence, 
concerning deaths in the vital statistics and con- 
cerning diseases in the work of the board; but the 
work of beginning the original researches, in seve- 
ral directions, which have been started by the State 
Board of Health, has been very great, and after per- 
forming the duties which each day has brought, the 
secretary has not found so much time left which 
he could devote to the vital statistics as he had 
hoped. It seems to bea rule that in new under- 
takings the requirements generally prove greater 
than was anticipated, and the experience which 
the secretary has had in his part of the work inaug- 
urated by the State Board of Health, has not been 
an exception to this rule. Now that the work of 
the Board is so well started and systematized, it is 
hoped that the bringing of the publication of the 
vital statistics up near the time of collection may 
be accomplished without sacrificing the main ob- 
ject of their collection which the law indicates is 
the making of them “of practical utility.” So 
far as relates to the statistics of deaths, the aim 
has been to utilize the facts collected in systematic 
studies and investigations into the causes of deaths, 
from each of the prominent diseases named in the 
returns of deaths. This has seemed to the com- 
piler to be the main object of the collection of 
these statistics—to be the reason of their existence. 
To throw the facts into tables such as have been 
formed of such statistics from the first attempts at 
their collection is comparatively an easy task, but 
with such tables no very valuable results can be 
reached. It is an exceedingly difficult work to so 
plan tables, exhibits, diagrams and statements of 
results of research by means of vast numbers of 
facts, relating to decedents, deaths, and coincident 
Conditions, as that something important shall be 
learned concerning the causes of diseases or of 
deaths. It is believed, however, that even in the 
comparatively few years, during which these sta- 





tistics have been collected in Michigan, important 


knowledge has been gained concerning the causes 
and means of avoiding some of the diseases which 
cause the greatest number of deaths. In this 
connection reference may at least be made to 
pneumonia—inflammation of the lungs—many of 
the deaths from which it seems probable may now 
be avoided by observing the evidence elaborated in 
these statistics.” 


A Treatise on the Diseases of Infancy and 
Childhood.—By ¥. Lewzs Smith, M. D., Clinical 
Professor of Diseases of Children in Bellevue 
Medical College ; Physician to the New York 
Foundling Asylum, and to the New York Infant 
Asylum; Consulting Physician to the Children in 
the Bureau for the relief of the Out-door Poor; 
Physician to Charity Hospital, etc. Fourth edi- 
tion ; thoroughly revised ; with illustrations. Phil- 
adelphia: Henry C. Lea. 1879. For sale in De- 
troit by E. B. Smith & Co. 

The author informs us in his preface that this 
edition is thoroughly revised, and several of the 
chapters have been rewritten, and corrections and 
additions have been made to almost every page. 

Part Ist treats of the infant to the age of 2% 
years, commencing with impregnation of the 
mother and the care of her during gestation; the 
Changes in Lactation from Various Causes, and 
the effect upon the Nursing Infant ; How to Se- 
lect a Wet Nurse ; How to Manage Weaning; 
Artificial Feeding, Baths and Clothing; Accidents 
and Ailments incident to the Birth of the Infant 
and Detachment of the Cord; Ophthalmia Neona- 
torum; Diseases of the Umbilicus; Umbilical 
Hemorrhage; Diagnosis of Infantile Diseases; 
Therapeutics. 


Part 2d.—Constitutional Diseases.—Section 1, 
Diathetic Diseases; Sec. 2, Eruptive Fevers; Sec. 
3, Non-Eruptive Contagious Diseases; Sec. 4, 
Other General Diseases. 

Part 3d—Section 1.—Diseases of the Cerebro- 
Spinal System; Sec. 2, Of the Respiratory Sys- 
tem ; Sec. 3, Of the Digestive Apparatus ; Sec. 4, 
Of the Circulatory System; Sec. 5, Skin Diseases. 


We consider the cream of the work to be in 
Part Ist, because it treats of matters of import- 
ance not generally laid down in books on diseases 
of children, or even in diseases of women. 

How to manage the mother before confine- 
ment and the child after birth, through the months 
of infancy, is in our opinion a condition of things 
that requires more than ordinary judgment, and 
we think the author has madeit so plain that “ he 
who runs may read.” 

The other matters treated of can be found in 
other works, with the exception of the disease 
named in the text as Rotheln (chap. 3, p. 191). 
This disease, not common in this country, is 
known in Germany as measles, or rubeola. Our 
author considers it as a distinct disease, and cites 
an epidemic that occurred in New York in the 
winter of 1873-4. We have seen the conditions 
described, and have diagnosed them as rubeola, 
modified in character. However, we have no ob- 
jection to the distinction, as we learn the treat- 
ment is about the same. 

We cordially coincide with our friend, Dr. Dun- 
ster, Professor of Diseases of Women and Chil- 
dren, University of Michigan, in saying it is the 
best work on the subject that we have read since 
West was our authority, years ago, and can safely 
recommend it not only to the student, but also to 
the older practitioners of medicine. The book is 
printed and bound in the elegant manner that 
all medical books are which are issued by Henry 
C. Lea. 
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First Annual Report of the State Board of 
Health of Illinois, Made to the Governor, 1879. 
From the Organization of the Board, July 12th, 
1877, to the 31st December, 1878. John H. Rauch, 
President ; Anson M. Clark, Secretary. 

The report gives the practice of medicine act 
and the act establishing the State Board of 
Health. 

These acts combined are under the control of the 
State Board of Health, and constitute a system that 
does not obtain in any other State. The board 
is a mixed one, and it appears that the results of 
its labors has been from unanimous action. When 
the board went into operation there was about 
3,600 non-graduates practicing medicine in the 
State. Of these 1,400 have left the State, or 
stopped practicing; the balance, with the excep- 
tion of about 150, have complied with the law by 
either obtaining a license by examination, or are 
under instruction for graduation. 

The report gives also the form of questions re- 
quired to be answered for the license, and the 
forms of certificates given. 

Dr. Wm. R. Smith, Sr., of Cairo, gives a concise 
account of the yellow fever which occurred at 
Cairo during the year 1878, in which he shows 
that the fever was carried there from Memphis 
by the steamer James D. Parker. 

The report closes with an abstract of its pro- 
ceedings. 

We must congratulate the people and the pro- 
fession of Illinois for the wise action of their Leg- 
islature in ridding their State from the horde of 
quacks which invested her, and truly hope all the 
other States will copy her example. 


Transactions of the National Eclectic Medi- 
cal Association for the years 1877 and 1878. 

This imposing volume of over 600 octavo pages 
contains the proceedings of meetings of the Na- 


tional Eclectic Medical Association at Pittsburgh, 
in 1877, and at Detroit, in 1878, and is edited by 
the venerable secretary, Dr. Alexander Wilder, 
who also contributes two lengthy articles on the 
“ Asclepiads, or Physicians of Antiquity,” and 


“Vaccination a Medical Fallacy.” A_ glance 
through the book strikes one with the facility with 
which our Eclectic brethren commingle poetry 
with science, the book being profusely embellished 
with quotations from standard and other poets. 
Dr. Frazer, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, contributes 
a twenty-page dissertation on the “Origin of the 
World,” and a Dr. Howe, of Cincinnati, gives a 
paper on “ Anthropoidea,” in which the Darwinian 
theory is somewhat superficially discussed. It is 
difficult for an outsider to discover any necessary 
connection between such articles and Eclecticism 
as a system of medicine. They form very pleasant 
reading but are scarcely more adapted to a place 
in a medical volume than would be an article on 
civil engineering or logarithms. 

On the whole, however, the volume is not by any 
means discreditable to the Eclectic school of 
practice. 


Second Annual Report of the Eye and Ear 
Department of St. Mary’s Hospital and St. 
Mary’s Free Eye and Ear Infirmary, Antoine, 
Clinton and Mullet streets, Detroit; open daily, 
Sundays excepted, form 1 to 3 P.M. Report for 
the year ending June 1, 1879. The Free Press 
Book and Job Printing House. 1879. From the 
Hospital authorities. The report shows a large 
amount of work for the past year. Diseases of the 
eye treated, 486; diseases of the ear, 136; total, 
622. Number of operations performed during the 
year, 100; daily average attendance, about 25; 
whole number of treatments during the year 7,400, 





being an increase of 1,800 over the preceding year ~~ 
It is the intention of this infirmary to render pro- 
fessional services only to the deserving poor, and to 
those who are able to pay this gratuitous seryice 
has been declined; for this the officers are entitled 
to at least one credit mark. It is also particularly 
gratifying to know that the hospital authorities jn- 
tend setting apart a portion of the new hospital 
building for the especial use of eye and ear patients, 
thereby affording such patients all the advantages 
of an exclusive eye and ear hospital. The report 
does credit to the institution, to the officers and to 
the printer. An engraving of the new St. Mary’s 
Hospital appears on the cover of the pamphlet, 
The directors of this department are the St. Mary's 
Hospital authorities. Surgeons, Eugene Smith, 
M. D., and C. J. Lundy, M. D. 


American Health Primers, No. 2.—Long Life 
and how to Reach it.—By 7. G. Xzchardson, M. 
D., of Philadelphia, Professor of Hygiene in the 
University of Pennsylvania, etc. Lindsay & Blak- 
iston, 1879. For sale in Detroit, E. B. Smith & 
Co.; price 50 cents. 

Contents.—Chapter I. Introductory Considera- 
tions. II. Causes of Disease and how to Avoid 
them. III. Heat and Cold as Causes of Disease. 
IV. Contagion, and how to Escape it. V. Clothing, 
and how to Wear it. VI. Pure Air, and how to 
Breathe it. VII. Pure Water, and how to Obtain 
it. VIII. Baths, and how to Take them. IX. 
The House, and howto Build it. X. Food, and 
how to Digest it. XI. Impurities in Food and 
Drink, and how to Detect them. XII. Exercise, 
and how to Take it. XIII. Sleep, and how to 
Secure it. XIV. Mental Power, and how to Re- 
tain it. XV. Parasitic Enemies, and how to Escape 
them. XVI. Old Age, and how to Meet it. No. 
2 maintains the reputation of its predecessor. Al- 
though a value to the physician they are a much 
greater value to the general public, for whose infor- 
mation they have been especially prepared. Con- 
venient in size, with the chapters complete in them- 
selves, they can be readily picked up at odd times 
and read with interest, and they should be in the 
library of every family. They are printed on toned 
paper and handsomely bound in cloth and mailed 
postpaid upon receipt of price. 


An Account of the Perineosinuexcrecinator. 
A New Instrument for the Exploration of Sinuses, 
especially adapted to Gynecological Practice.—By 
Fagues Robinson, A. M., M. D., Surgeon to the 
Hospital for Ruptured Vesicles, Member of the 
Antiversion Society and the Round Ligament 
Club, etc. Brownsville. Reprint from Louzsville 
News, May 13th and June 7th, 1879. Compli- 
ments of the author. 

The author calls special attention to the last end- 
ing of the name of the instrument, which he says 
is derived from the Greek, and means to explore. 
The paper is an admirable take-off on the long- 
sounding and jaw-breaking terms used by the 
gynecological fraternity, and a burlesque 7 
the claims made for every slight modification of an 
instrument, especially illustrated in the common 
probe. 

It seems high time that both gynzcologists and 
ophthalmologists should adopt names and titles 
more in consonance with our common language, 
as medical men and students are not supposed to 
understand Latin and Greek. 


Photographic Illustrations of Skin Diseases.— 
By George Henry Fox, A. M., M. D., Clinical Pro- 
fessor of Dermatology, Starling Medical College, 
Columbus, O., Surgeon to the New York Dispen- 
sary Department of Skin and Venereal Diseases, 
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Fellow of the American Academy of Medicine 
of the New York Dermatological Society and 
American Dermatological Association, etc. Forty- 
eight colored plates taken from life. G. B. Treat, 
No. 805 Broadway, New York. Price $2 per part. 
Complete in twelve parts. — 

The first four plates are illustrative of cornedo, 
acne vulgaris, lepra tuberosa and elephantiasis. 

It would seem almost impossible that photogra- 
phy could delineate diseases of the skin so faith- 
fully as in the plates before us. They are true to 
life, and the student of dermatology who can im- 
press these illustrations upon his mind’s eye can- 
not fail to detect them when brought before him 
in the living subject. The accompanying text is 
fully descriptive, and gives the treatment in each 
variety. The undertaking deserves great success. 


Public Health, is the title of a new enterprise 
by the publisher of the Hosfztal Gazette, Dr. 
James L. Bermingham, of New Yorkcity. It isa 
weekly journal, and to be devoted to the preserva- 
tion of health. 

Its special object is to inform the public upon 
all matters relating to health, and in order to do so 
the editor has secured the codperation of the lead- 
ing sanitarians of the country and of several 
State and municipal boards. Its subscription 
price is $2 in advance, postage free. Pages 12. 
Address Dr. James L. Bermingham, No. 19 Lafay- 
ette Place, New York city. From an examination 
of the initial number we cordially commend the 
enterprise not only to the profession, but to the 
large class of people who are personally interested 
in the preservation of their health. 


The Diagnosis and Treatment of Malignant 
Growths.—By Theodore A. McGraw, Professor of 
Surgery in Detroit Medical College. Detroit Free 
Press Printing Co. 1879. 

Thetheory of the paper is that cancers, for in- 
stance, “begin as local diseases and become ma- 
lignant by some kind of rapid cellular propaga- 
tion.” Immediate surgical interference is the 
remedy, and yet the author confesses that cancers 
will return after operation. Here we perfectly 
agree with him, for he believes that those opera- 
tions that seemed to be successful were not for 
cancer, but the result of error in diagnosis. “ Jor- 
dan is a hard road to travel,” and the new school 
of operators will find it as difficult to treat cancer 
bysurgical means as the old pathologists who be- 
lieve in the constitutionality of the disease. 


On Spasmodic Stricture of the Urethra.— 
A Reply to Dr. F. N. Otis. By Henry B. Sands, 
M.D., Professor of Surgery in the College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons, New York, etc. 

In this brochure the writer reviews somewhat 
the reply of Dr. Otis, and by reference to a large 
number of authorities shows that Dr. O. is behind 
the times, and also the authorities he relied upon 
for his support. As Dr. Sands is Professor of Sur- 
gery, and Dr. Otis Clinical Professor of Genito- 
Urinary Diseases in the same school, it would 
seem the better for the school that both should re- 
Sign and fight it out, “even if it took all sum- 
mer.” Students should not be left to decide the 
contra opinions and teaching of their professors as 
to which is right and which is wrong. 


Section Cutting.—A practical guide to the 
preparation and mounting of sections for the micro- 
Scope, special prominence being given to the sub- 
ject of animal sections. By Dr. Sylvester Marsh, 
With illustrations, reprinted from the London 
edition with notes and an appendix on the selection 
and care of section knives. New York Industrial 
Publication Company, 1879. 





This is a primer of 96 pages with copious notes 
and a full index, and treats of the preparation and 
mounting of sections for the microscope. To 
those interested in the use of the microscope it is 
evidently a work of more than usual value. Price 
75 cents, cloth. 

Diseases of the Intestines and Peritoneum.— 
By John Syer Bristow, M.D., F R. Wardell, 
M.D. F. W. Begbie, M. D., S. O. Habershon, 
M.D. T. B. Curling, F. R. S., and W. H. Ran- 
som, M.D. Wm. Wood & Co., New York. 1879. 

This is number six of Wood’s Library of Stand- 
ard Medical Authors, and discusses diseases of the 
intestines and peritoneum. It is made up of a 
series of monographs by the distinguished writers 
whose names appear on the title page. Wm. Wood 
& Co. have maintained fully their promise to the 
profession, and it is not too late for those who have 
not already subscribed to procure the series. $12 
per set; 27 Great James street, N. Y. 


The Country Practitioner; or New Jersey 
Journal of Medical and Surgical Practice. Pub- 
lished monthly at Beverley, Burlington County, 
New Jersey. E. P. Townsend, M. D., editor. 
Volume I, number I. $2.50 per annum; 25 cents 
single number. Pages 34. 

Two reasons are given why the Practztioner 
should be issued by the editor: 1st. For the bene- 
fit of country doctors. 2d. He has no objection 
to “turning an honest penny,” if his journal 
lives. The first reason is laudable; the second— 
well, some people are more lucky than others, 
and so are some journals. We wish Dr. Townsend 
success with his. 


Philosophical Problems in Medicine—Presi- 
dent’s Address American Medical Association, 
1879. By Theophilus Parvin, M.D. Indianap- 
olis, Cathcart & Cleland; 1879. We can add no- 
thing to what we wrote in our May number con- 
cerning this elegant and erudite address. It 
should be read and studied by every member of 
the profession, whether belonging to the Associ- 
ation to which it was delivered, or otherwise. 
From the first to the last line it gives no uncertain 
sound. 


An Argument Made Before the American Med- 
ical Association, at Atlanta, Ga., May 7, 1879, 
against the proposed amendment to the code of 
ethics respecting the teaching of students of irreg- 
ular or exclusive systems of medicine, by Edward 
S. Dunster, M. D., A. M., Professor of Obstetrics 
and Diseases of Women and Children in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan and in Dartmouth College. 
Reprinted from the Physiczan and Surgeon, June, 
1879. Ann Arbor, Mich. From the author. 


Modification of the Methods of Treating 
Chronic Non-Suppurative Inflammation of the 
Eustachian Tube and Middle Ear.—Iritis and 
Some of its Dangers—Affections of the Lachry- 
mal Apparatus—The Present State of Otology.— 
By Samuel F. Fones, A. M., M. D., Professor of 
Ophthalmology and Otology in the Chicago Medi- 
cal College, and read before the Illinois State 
Medical Society 1877-1878, and reprinted from the 
Transactions. From the author. 


Pamphlets Received. 





Constitution and By-laws and List of Perma- 
nent Members of the Iowa State Medical Society, 
adopted at Des Moines, June, 1872. 

Illustrated Catalogue of the Medical Publica- 
tions of Wm. Wood & Co., 27 Great James street, 
New York city. 
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The Treatment of Spinal Disease.—By £. H. 
Coover, M. D., Harrisburg, Pa. Reprint from the 
May number of Virginia Medical Monthly, 1879. 
From the author. 


Exposition of Scudder’s School. Is it Eclec- 
tic? The Doctrine of Specifics Examined. By 
L. E. Fones,M.D. Cincinnati: Miami Printing 
Co. 


Michigan Military Academy Catalogue for 1879 
-80. Orchard Lake, Oakland county, Michigan. 
Pontiac, Mich.: Gazette Co. steam printing house. 
From the superintendent, Col. J. S. Rogers, late 
U.S. A. 


Annual Address on the Relation of Neuras- 
thenia to Diseases of the Womb.—By Wil/iam 
Goodell, M. A., M. D. Philadelphia, Pa. Reprint 
from vol. 3, Gynecological Transactions, 1879. 


The American College Association, third an- 
nual meeting held at Atlanta, Ga., May 3d and 5th, 
1879. Detroit Post and Tribune Co. 1879. From 
the secretary, Dr. L. Connor, Detroit. 


Minutes of the Meeting, of Organization and 
Proceedings of the Sanitary Council of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, Memphis, April 30th, May Ist; 
Atlanta, May 5th, 9th. Chicago, Ill. From the 
office of State Board of Health, Lansing, Mich. 


The Industrial Publication Company are now 
issuing the American edition of ‘the London Lan- 
cet, the American Journal of Microscopy and the 
Young Scientist. Their office is No. 14 Dey street, 
New York, P. O. Box 2852. 





Prospectus, Specimen Pages and Selections 
from the illustrations of Wood’s Library of Stan. 
dard Medical Authors. Published in monthly yo. 
umes. Wm. Wood & Co, 27 Great James Street 
New York city. : 


Minutes of the Meeting of Organization and 
Proceedings of the Sanitary Council of the Mis- 
sissippi Valley, Memphis, April 30th, May ist; 
Atlanta, May s5th-9th. Chicago, Ill., 1879; com- 
pilations of Dr. J. H. Rauch, Secretary. 


Third Annual Report of the State Board of 
Health of the State of Wisconsin, for the year 
ending December 31, 1878. Madison, Wis.; David 
Atwood, State printer. 1879. From the Secre- 
tary, J. T. Reeve, M. D., Appleton, Wis. Please 
send first and second report. 


College Announcements. 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 

OF PENNSYLVANIA, for 114th session, 1879-80, 
Begins Wednesday, Oct. Ist, 1879. 


JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE, of Philadel- 
phia. The session of 1870-80 will begin Wednes- 
day, Oct. 1st, 1870. 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF BUFFALO, for the session of 1879-80, with cat- 
alogue, begins Oct. 8th, 1879. 


DETROIT MEDICAL COLLEGE, Detroit, Mich, 
Twelfth annual announcement, 1879-80. Opens 
Wednesday, Oct Ist, 1879. 





Proceedings 


of Societies. 





Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Mich- 
igan State Medical Society. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST DAY OF THE SESSION 
—ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT AND PAPERS 
ON MEDICAL TOPICS, 


The fourteenth annual meeting of the Michigan 
State Medical Society was held in St. Andrew’s 
Hall June 11th. The meeting was called to order 
shortly after 10 o’clock by Dr. Cox, of Battle Creek, 
President of the society. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. R. W. Clark, of St. 
Paul’s church. 

ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 

An address of welcome on behalf of the profes- 
sion of the city was made by Dr. Wm. Brodie as 
follows: 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN—In behalf 
of the medical profession and citizens of Detroit I 
tender you a cordial welcome. 

To many of you our city is almost as familiar as 
your own homes. Occupying the position of the 
commercial capital of the State (she should also 
have continued her political one), you are all inter- 
ested in her growth and prosperity.. While many 
of her sister cities have suffered from the hard 
times of the past few years, there has been no in- 
terruption in her growth, and but few of her business 
men have succumbed from financial disabilities. 

Her population has reached to almost 130,000. 
Her financial condition challenges that of any 
other city, whether large or small. The annual 
report of the controller made February 18, 1879, 





gives her net debt as $771,581.56. Her income 
from the sinking fund for this year will be near 
$1 10,000, which of itself, if no further bonds were 
issued, would almost pay the debt in seven years 
without any taxation to her citizens. 

In salubrity she has no equal, furnishing her 
people with an abundant supply of clear and whole- 
some water, with an extensive sewerage, reaching 
from the river to her northern limits, located in al- 
most every other street that runs north and south, 
and these traversed by laterals in almost every 
alley, thus draining every house and carrying the 
washings into the river where it is lost in the broad 
expanse of lake Erie; with a cultivated and well- 
drained country on her three sides, and the broad 
expanse of the Detroit river on the fourth; with 
her broad streets and shaded avenues, she is pro- 
tected alike from the extremes of both heat and 
cold. Her list of interments for 1878 was 2,025,. 
as shown by the report of the Board of Health, 
being a death rate of 13% per thousand. Recog- 
nizing the value of a liberal education, made free 
to all by constitutional obligation, she furnishes to 
every child of the proper age a seat in a» public 
school, and has extended these advantages to 
such a degree as to prepare her children to enter 
the highest educational institutions in the land. 

She has supplemented her educational advan- 
tages by the erection of a public library, whose 
volumes now on the shelves number over 40,000, 
The whole number of books drawn and consulted 
for the year 1878 was about 191,000, and the num- 
ber of registered borrowers was 15,000, I need 
not call your attention to her broad streets, her 
public buildings, her manufactories, nor to the 
beautiful river, which forms the boundary line be- 
tween the two great political divisions into which 
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the continent of North America is divided, and 
upon whose bosom floats the commerce of the 
great chain of lakes. We residing here are proud 
of our city, and we know, also, that you too feel an 
interest in our growth and prosperity. 

Gentlemen, you have met here in the interests of 
the noblest of professions. You have met to again 
greet each other and renew the friendships formed 
in years gone by. Science is extending her benefac- 
tions to our race, and the department you represent 
can claim its position in the foremost ranks. To 

rolong life, to discover the causes of disease 
and how to remove them, is, and has been, your 
great mission ; and when dread pestilence has in- 
vaded our land neither the fear of death nor pecun- 
iary loss has prevented you from being the fore- 
most in the great cause of humanity. It is an 
honor to be a member of such a profession, and as 
we meet in this hall to review the past, to enjoy 
the present and prepare for the future, may we 
also remember that we, too, are mortal. May we 
also remember that we are one common brother- 
hood, laboring together for a common interest— 
the prolongation of human life. I need not repeat 
that you are cordially welcome. Our public insti- 
tutions will be open to your inspection, and the 
hospitality of our citizens will be open for your 
physical enjoyment. In the language of Michigan’s 
motto, we bid you “ Circumspice.” 

The roll of membership was then called by the 
secretary, and the following gentlemen answered 
to their names; Doctors G. P. Andrews, Detroit ; 
S. G. Bank, Detroit; H. C. Barnes, Ionia; C. V. 
Beebe, Howell; J. H. Bennett, Coldwater; John 
B. Bawman, Millburg; J. C. Book, Detroit ; John 
Brady, Grand Rapids ; W. F. Breakey, Ann Arbor ; 
Thos. H. Briggs, Mattawan ; J. W. Briggs, School- 
craft; Wm. Brodie, J. A. Brown, Carl Brumme, 
Detroit; Warren Byrns, Bronson; A. E. Garrier, 
J. H. Carstens, Detroit ; E. P. Christian, Wyan- 
dotte; H. A. Cleland, Leartus Connor, Detroit ; 
C. C. Comstock, Marshall; Edward Cox, Battle 
Creek; C. G. Cruikshank, Howell; W. Decker, 
Ann Arbor; S. P. Duffield, Dearbornville; E. B. 
Dunning, Paw Paw; E. S. Dunster, Ann Arbor; 
W. H. Elliott, White Pigeon; E. F. Ewers, Union 
City; T. A. Fairbairn, Detroit; S.S. French, Bat- 
tle Creek; W. R. Gifford, Erie; C. R. Gilbert, 
A. S. Heaton, Detroit; H. O. Hitchcock, Kalama- 
z00; J. W. Hagadorn, Lansing ; Elizer Hall, Saline; 
R. C. Hutton, Howell; E. W. Jenks, Detroit; J. H. 
Jerome, Saginaw ; Geo. K. Johnson, Grand Rapids ; 
W. M. Ikeler, Three Rivers; A. F. Kinney, Ypsi- 
lanti; Augustus Kaiser, Detroit ; Peter Klein, De- 
troit; T. J. Langlois, Wyandotte ; Henry F. Lyster, 
Detroit; Hugh McColl, Lapeer; W. H. McHench, 
Brighton ; J. J. Mulheron, Detroit; R. N. Murray, 
Flint; Frank K. Owen, Ypsilanti; John B. Park, 
Okemos; Wm. Parmenter, Vermontville; Moses 
Porter, Kalamazoo; Foster Pratt, Kalamazoo; 
Geo, E. Ranney, Lansing; Charles H, Sackrider, 
Mason; Charles Shepard, Grand Rapids; H. B. 
Shank, Lansing; Edward S. Snow, Dearborn; 
C. T. Southworth, Monroe; D. C. Spaulding, 
Lyons; G. W. Topping, De Witt; C. H. Tucker, 
Coldwater; Horace Tupper, Bay City; E. Twiss, 
Athens; J. L. Valade, Newport; H. O. Walker, 
Detroit ; Hal C. Wyman, Blissfield ; W. H. Young, 
Nashville. 

Dr. Brodie presented the report of the executive 
committee, which included the programme of the 
different sessions. He also presented invitations 
to visit the public library, the House of Correction, 
the houses of the fire department, the water works, 
and the rooms of the Detroit medical and library 
association. 

An invitation was received from Parke, Davis 





& Co. to take an excursion on the river, visit their 
manufacturing establishment, and also the new 
water works. This invitation was accepted and 
the association voted to adjourn at 4 P. M. to take 
the excursion as proposed. 

It was announced that Drs. S. J. Jones, Dr. 
Edmund Andrews, of Chicago, and Dr. H. Dubois, 
of New York, were in attendance. They were 
admitted to seats in the convention, and were for- 
mally welcomed by the president. 

On motion, Dr. H. F. Lyster was admitted as 
representative of the State Board of Health. 

The report of the secretary, Dr. Geo. E. Ranney, 
of Lansing, was then read. It shows that there 
are the names of 268 members on the roll. Dr. 
J. H. Beech, of Coldwater, has died during the year. 
The remainder of the report gives the details of 
the proceedings of the last meeting and of the 
work of the secretary since that meeting. 

The annual report of the treasurer, Dr. Geo. W. 
Topping, of Lansing, was presented, showing the 
receipts of the year to have been $644.22, disburse- 
ments $463.10, leaving a balance on hand of 
$181.12. The reports were referred to the com- 
mittee on finance. 

The committee on admission reported in favor 
of admitting the following applicants to member- 
ship in the society: A. M. Hawes, Frank P. Ken- 
yon, P. J. Jackson, M. K. Ross, J. W. Robertson, 
Louis Davenport, J. H. Lyon, L. B. Knowles, 
Charles S. Sheldon, C. M. Woodard, Robert C. 
Ogliffe, C. W. Hubbard, A. M. Haight, C. W. 
Morse, Charles E. Felshaw, Charles J. Lundy, 
Robert W. Odell, Victor Bohan, Eli Woodman, 
W. H. Rouse. 

A recess was then taken until 2 o’clock. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


At the opening of the afternoon session the pre- 
sident, Dr. Cox, of Battle Creek, read his annual 
address. His subject was “Criminal Abortion,” 
and he gave some startling figures showing the 
alarming increase of the crime. He urged the ne- 
cessity for vigorous and determined efforts on the 
part of our civil authorities to suppress it, and, 
above all, an elevating of public sentiment in respect 
to the sacredness of ante-natal life as a prime ele- 
ment in the much needed reform. The address 
was accepted with thanks, and referred to the pub- 
lication committee. 

Dr. Foster Pratt, of Kalamazoo, said that for 
one he was not satisfied with a simple reference of 
this address to the publication committee with 
thanks. There have been some suggestions made 
by the president based upon information which is 
more or less within the possession of all the mem- 
bers, information that he presumed all believed to 
be true, relating to evils that should be suppressed. 
He was in favor of referring this address to a 
special committee of five, to report either at this or 
at the next meeting, as may be thought best, what 
measures the members of this society, as a profes- 
sion, can and ought to take in reference to abating 
the evil which has here been discussed so ably. 

Dr. Brodie supported the motion, and the ad- 
dress was referred to a special committee, to be 
appointed by the chair, to report at the next meet- 
ing. 

A paper on “Shortness of the umbilical cord a 
cause of retarded labor and of accidents,” was 
read by Dr. E. P. Christian, of Wyandotte. The 
paper was referred to the committee on publication. 

The committee on admissions to membership 
presented the following names with the recom- 
mendation that they be admitted: A. L. Warden, 
Stephen H. Hagadorn, Ruth A. French, E. B. 
Ward, Joshua Miller, Thomas Addison, L. S. 
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Dumwald, G. S. Case, Morse Stewart, Jr., J. M. 
Eddy, E. R. Thornton, Calvin A. Case, S. S. 
Stevenson, Wm. C. Gustin, A. W. Riker, E. H. 
Collar. The committee reported adversely upon the 
application of Hugh McG. Wilson, of Detroit. The 
case of Dr. W. L. Wells, of Howell, was reported 
by the committee without recommendation, the 
chairman making a statement of the facts which 
had come to the knowledge of the committee. 
Dr. Brodie said that the committee room was the 
proper place to discuss all such matter, and on his 
motion it was referred back. The rest of the re- 
port was adopted. 

On motion, Dr. James Jamieson, of Ontario, was 
admitted to a seat in the convention. 

A paper was read by Dr. G. K. Johnson, of 
Grand Rapids, on “ Hodgkin's Disease, or Lympha- 
denosis.” The paper consisted of a history of two 
cases which had fallen under the care of the author, 
with some general observations on the nature of 
the disease. 

Dr. A. B. Palmer, of the University, mentioned 
some cases which had come to his notice, and 
gave his views of the disease. 

The paper was referred to the committee on 
publication. 

The society then adjourned to indulge in a boat 
ride on the river. 

The physicians and their invited friends to the 
number of about 150, as soon as practicable after 
adjournment, wended their way down Woodward 
avenue, and poured into the cabin and out again 
on the deck of the handsome little steamer Gazelle, 
which was soon plowing her way up stream. A 
landing was made at the foot of McDougall ave- 
nue, and all who wished disembarked to examine 
the extensive chemical works of Parke, Davis & 
Co., where so many celebrated compounds are pre- 
pared. The interested pill-dispensers were shown 
the process by which the nauseous drugs they 
administer are manufactured into tasteless pills, 
and the many fluid extracts used by druggists and 
physicians are prepared. They saw the bales of 
medicinal roots and leaves, and other raw material ; 
then they witnessed the grinding, mixing, rolling 
out, and many other interesting stages of proce- 
dure, whereby the healing agents of the mineral 
and vegetable kingdom are placed in the most 
available and effective forms. The expressing of 
the juices of plants by pressure, attracted much 
attention. The herbs, after being soaked in diluted 
alcohol, are placed under hydrostatic pressure of 
from 100 to 400 tons. The room where the above- 
mentioned pills were sugar coated was also a spot 
which many seemed unwilling to leave. 

But onward the excursion must progress, and in 
a short time all were admiring Detroit’s Emerald 
Isle—or what will be if she ever buys it. Those 
who had not seen it before were enthusiastic in 
their praise, and those who had, added another 
hundred pounds to the weight of their resolve to 
help the project along by all possible means in 
their power. Then the water works were inspected, 
and as the men of medicine stood gazing up at the 
great engine, the iron heart that supplies Detroit 
with its life-giving liquid, every pulsation of which 
sent 15,608 gallons into the arteries that underlie 
all the streets, they admired that also. Then they 
came back the same way they went. 

In the evening the delegates and their ladies 
were entertained by the executive committee at 
the residence of Dr. and Mrs. Brodie, on Lafayette 
avenue. The parlors were most elaborately and 
tastefully decorated with flowers under the super- 
vision of Mr. Taplin. The whole house was 
thrown open to guests, of whom there were many. 
Nearly all the members of the State Medical So- 





ciety in attendance upon the convention were 
present, as well as quite a number of prominent 
citizens. The affair was informal and the ladies 
and gentlemen devoted themselves to social en- 
joyment. Refreshments were served under the 
supervision of Andrew Hair, which is equivalent 
to saying that everything was as it should be. The 
entertainment was very enjoyable and was one of 
the features of the meeting of the association. 


Thursday morning, 2d day. 

The president called the society to order, and 
the roll was called by the secretary. 

The committee on admission recommended the 
following medical gentlemen for membership : 
Drs. L. S. Stevens, Albert B. Prescott, L. W. Bliss, 
J. Vaughan, James H. Stowell, E. C. Adams, A. H, 
Green, A. J. Hope, Judson Bradley. The report 
was accepted and adopted. 

Dr. Wm. F. Breakey, of Ann Arbor, read the 
report of the committee on necrology. He was 
happy to report only few deaths; but the members 
lost had been valued ones. Drs. J. H. Beech, of 
Coldwater, Dwight Nims, of Jackson, Z. E. Bliss, 
of Grand Rapids, and Nathan Mitchell, of Colon, 
were reported as having died, and appropriate 
resolutions from the local societies were appended 
to the notice of decease. The report was adopted 
and ordered published. 

The report of the finance committee was read 
by Dr. Pratt, of Kalamazoo. The total receipts, 
as shown by the treasurer’s report, were $644.22; 
disbursements, $463,10; balance on hand, $181.12. 
The report was accepted and adopted. 

A paper on “Hour-glass contraction of the 
uterus,” prepared by Dr. J. S. Caulkins, of Thorn- 
ville, was read by Dr. Hugh McCall, of Lapeer. 

The paper was discussed by Dr. J. H. Bennett, 
of Coldwater, and referred to the committee on 
publication. 

Dr. Donald McLean, of Michigan University, 
read a paper on “Clinical notes on Ovariotomy.” 
It enumerated several cases, and as Dr. McLean 
has had a large and varied experience in treating 
this difficult class of cases, the paper was very 
instructive and interesting, and listened to with 
attention. ‘ 

Dr. A. W. Alvord, of Clinton, briefly discussed 
the question. He had knowledge of one of the 
cases mentioned by Dr. McLean. He recom- 
mended that ovarian tumors be removed, when the 
operation could be skillfully performed. 

The paper was appropriately referred. 

The committee on membership reported the 
names of Dr. G. W. Church, A. W. Nichols, J. W. 
Elliot, J. G. Millspaugh, G. W. Montgomery. 

Next in order was a paper written by Dr. H. 0. 
Hitchcock, of Kalamazoo. It was read for him 
by Dr. Dunster, of Ann Arbor. It was entitled 
“A case of fracture of the acetabulum, with dis- 
location of the femur; reduction and subsequent 
re-dislocation caused by improper removal of the 
patient ; final reduction after six weeks. The his- 
tory of a suit for alleged malpractice; review of 
the testimony in the case ; decision of the Supreme 
Court, and final result of the case.” On the 27th 
of August, 1873, Robert Burgett, a brakeman on 
the South Haven division of the Michigan Central 
Railroad, received a severe injury while switching 
two cars upon a siding at Kendall station. Hewas 
rescued as speedily as possible and conveyed to 
Kalamazoo, where Dr. Stillwell, in the absence of 
Dr. Hitchcock, who was the surgeon of the Michi- 
gan Central at that point, diagnosticated a fracture, 
probably of the neck of the femur, and treated him 
accordingly. On the fourth day after the injury 
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Dr, Hitchcock returned to town, and, as surgeon 
of the railroad company, visited the patient, and 
believing that he was doing well, did not take 
charge of the case until the seventh day, when he 
made more especial examination, at the direction of 
the division superintendent, and agreed with the 
diagnosis of Dr. Stillwell. On the ninth day Dr. 
H. O. Walker, of Detroit, by direction of Dr. E. W. 
Jenks, surgeon-in-chief of the Michigan Central, 
arrived in Kalamazoo to take Burgett to Detroit 
for treatment. A consultation relative to the case 
was had between Drs. Walker, Hitchcock and 
Stillwell, and the latter two remonstrated against 
the removal of the patient to Detroit. Dr. Walker 
made an examination of the patient and then 
placed him upon a Wood’s hammock splint and 
removed him to St. Luke’s Hospital, Detroit. 
Afterward it was discovered that there was disloca- 
tion of the hip joint. Efforts to reduce the dislo- 
cation were made by Drs. Jenks, Walker, McGraw, 
Webber and Noyes, and were finally successful. 
The patient recovered, but there was a_ partial 
paralysis and a permanent stiffness of the limb. 
Burgett commenced suit against Drs. Stillwell and 
Hitchcock, of Kalamazoo, for malpractice. 

Objections were made to the reading of the 
paper, but were overruled at 12.30 on motion of 
Dr. Shank. 

Adjourned to 2 o'clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 


On motion, reading of minutes and roll-call was 
dispensed with. 

Dr. Wm. Zimmerman and Mrs. Dr. F. A. Tenny 
were elected members of the society. 

The secretary, Dr. J. H. Ranney, read an invita- 
tion from the Grand Rapids Medical Society to the 
State Medical Society to meet at Grand Rapids 
next year. The invitation was accepted. 

Dr. Pratt then offered resolutions of thanks to 
Parke, Davis & Co., the inspectors of the House of 
Correction, to the fire and water commissioners, to 
the library committee, and the physicians and ladies 
of Detroit whose hospitality had been extended to 
the society. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

The hour for election of officers for the ensuing 
year having arrived, Dr. Brodie moved that a 
nominating committee be appointed to report a list 
of officers, except president and members of the 
judicial committee. 

Carried. 

Messrs. Jerome, Kinne, Shank, Klein and Twiss 
were appointed as such committee. 

A ballot was then taken for president, as follows: 
Dr. Geo. K. Johnson,-of Grand Rapids 68 
Dr. A. F. Whelan, of Hillsdale 26 
Scattering ; : : : 7 


The election of Dr. Johnson was made unani- 
mous, 

Dr. Brodie reported the action of the American 
Medical Association, with reference to the charges 
of violation of the code of ethics preferred against 
the state society, on account of homeopathy in the 
State University. The matter had been laid on the 
table by the American Medical Association. 

The chair announced as the special committee 
towhom was referred the president’s address on 
the subject of “Criminal Abortion,” Drs. Foster 
Pratt, Charles Shepard, S. S. French, E. P. Chris- 
tian and I. E. Brown. 

Drs. Brodie and Hitchcock, appointed by the 
Board of Regents as medical examiners in the 
Medical Department, made their report, which was 
accepted and ordered printed. 

he business of electing by ballot a judicial 





council was taken up. On the first ballot Dr. Wm. 
Brodie, of Detroit, received a majority of the votes 
cast and was declared elected his own successor. 
To the second place on the committee Dr. J. A. 
Brown, of Detroit, was chosen, and for the third 
place Dr. J. H. Bennett, of Coldwater. 

Dr. Foster Pratt, of Kalamazoo, was chosen a 
member of the judicial council in place of Dr. 
G. K. Johnson, elected president of the society. 

Dr. Shank, of Lansing, was chosen to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Nims. 

One hundred dollars was voted as an honorarium 
to the secretary, with the thanks of the society. 

The thanks of the society were tendered to 
Miss Jennie Brodie for a beautiful bouquet on the 
President's table. 

The Committee on Nominations reported as fol- 
lows : 

First Vice-President—Dr. J. T. Thomas, of Bay 
City. 

Second Vice-President —H. 
sing. 

Third Vice-President—W. F. Breakey, of Ann 
Arbor. 

Fourth Vice-President—E. S. Snow, of Dear- 
born. 

Treasurer—Geo. W. Topping, of DeWitt. 

The report was accepted. 

Dr. Shank moved to amend by substituting for 
his own the name of Dr. D. O. Farrand, of De- 
troit. Carried. 

The report was then adopted. 

Dr. Brodie moved that the regular order be pro- 
ceeded with, viz.: the reading of Dr. Hitchcock’s 
paper. 

Dr. Jerome moved to amend that the further 
reading of the paper of Dr. Hitchcock be dis- 
pensed with. Lost. 

The reading of the paper was concluded, when 
Dr. A. B. Palmer offered the following resolu- 
tion: 


B. Shank, of Lan- 


Resolved, That the paper of Dr. Hitchcock, as 
it contains strictures upon the conduct of mem- 
bers of this society, be referred to the judicial 
council, and that the interested members of the 
society have the privilege of appearing before the 
council and presenting any counter-statements 
they may choose, and that said council may order 
the publication in the transactions of the society of 
the paper of Dr. Hitchcock, and such counter- 
statements as may be presented, or any parts of 
such papers as, in their discretion, they deem 
proper. 


Dr. Carstens moved to postpone indefinitely. 
Lost. 

A division was called for, and so much refer- 
ring the paper to the judicial council was 
adopted ; the latter was laid on the table. 

Dr. Hitchcock asked leave to withdraw the pa- 
per and publish it himself. Granted, 45 to 27. 

A communication on the subject of the metric 
system of weights and measures from Dr. Wade, 
was tabled till next year. 

Dr. Brodie moved that the papers which had 
not been read be referred to the publication com- 
mittee and secretary, to be printed, if approved. 
Carried. 

Dr. Brodie also moved that the thanks of the so- 
ciety be tendered to the president, for the able 
manner in which he had presided over the society 
during the past year and at the present meeting. 
Carried. 

The president appropriately responded. 

On motion of Dr. Foster Pratt, of Kalamazoo, 
the society adjourned to meet in Grand Rapids on 
the second Wednesday of May, 1880, at Io A. M, 
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The great feature of the meeting was the paper 
of Dr. Hitchcock, and as it will be published by 
the doctor, we leave it to its readers to express 
their own opinions thereon. Otherwise the meet- 
ing was a pleasant one, and reminded us of the 
“good old times,” when we were young, and medi- 
cal ethics not such an important dish on the table 
as of late. 

The judicial council is as follows : 

ONE YEAR, 
Drs. E. S. Snow, Foster Pratt, H. B. Shank. 
TWO YEARS. 

Drs. Wm. Parmenter, R. C. Kedzie, A. F. Whe- 

lan. 
THREE YEARS, 
Drs. Wm. Brodie, J. A. Brown, J. H. Bennett. 


[Brother Utley, of the Post and Tribune, will 
“accept our thanks for valuable assistance in mak- 
ing up our report, which is as full as our space will 
allow, and includes all the business transactions.— 
ED.] 


Synopsis of the Proceedings of the 
Michigan Eclectic Medical Society. 


The meeting of the State Eclectic Medical and 
Surgical Society at Niles, May 28th and 29th, 1879, 
was a success in every respect, although the attend- 
ance was not as large as some had hoped to see. 
Some twenty-five members were present; Presi- 
dent P. W. Reed, of Port Huron, presided. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Rev. G. S. Bailey, D. D., of Niles, and was wel- 
comed to the city of Niles by Mayor Krick, in a 
neat little speech. 

There were nine formal applications for member- 
ship with four or five that were more or less in- 
formal, and not entertained. There were seven 
new members elected as follows: C. H. Bostick, 
New Troy; R. C. Ely, Medina; S. Rowe, Law- 
rence; A. J. Dispennett, Royalton; A. G. Hop- 
kins, Newburg; T. L. Blakely, Newburg; J. D. 
Kergan, Detroit. Dr. E. A. Curtis, a former mem- 
ber, having removed into the State, on application, 
was restored to active membership. Dr. W. S 
Springsteen, of Wadsworth, Nevada, was elected 
to honorary membership. Three active members 
removed from the State were placed on the hon- 
orary list; these were Drs. E. S. Stebbins, C. D. 
Harmon and Geo. Holbrook, leaving the member- 
ship of the society at the close of the meeting fifty- 
two active and eleven honorary. 

The president's address and several original pa- 
pers read, with the discussions they elicited, were 
interesting features. 

On motion, the Wayne County Eclectic Medical 
and Surgical Society was accepted as auxiliary to 
the State Society. 

Numerous reports of officers and committees 
were received, also reports of cases by members. 
The committee on legislation reported progress, 
and more time was given it, together with a vote 
of thanks. 

The following officers were elected for the ensu- 
ing year, or hold over, as in the case of the censors, 
for one year: , 

President—P. W. Reed, Port Huron. 

rst Vice Pres—L. A. Howard, Litchfield. 

2d Vice Pres——I. R. Dunning, Benton Harbor. 

ga Vice Pres.—E. Blackman, Quincy. 

Secretary (two years)—H. S. McMaster, Dowa- 
giac. 





Treasurer—E. M. Shaw, Allen. 

Censors for one year—L. E. Wickens, Holly; 
E. M. Shaw, Allen; W. N. Keeler, Concord. 

Censors for two years—H. L. Baker, Blissfield; 
J.D. Kergan, Detroit; R. Winans, Benton Harbor, 

The following were elected delegates to 
the National Eclectic Medical Association, to 
meet in Cleveland, Ohio, on Wednesday, June 18, 
for a three days’ session: V. A. Baker, J. D. Ker- 
gan, P. W. Reed, H. L. Baker, E. Blackman, 
L. A. Howard, E. M. Shaw, R. Winans, S. Rowe, 
A. Conklin, C. H. Bostick, W.B. Church, H, §, 
McMaster, R. C. Ely and L. E. Wickens. 

Detroit was chosen for the next place of meeting, 
and the last Wednesday in May the time. 

H. S. MCMASTER, 
Secretary. 


National Eclectic Medical Association, 


The seventh annual session of the National 
Eclectic Medical Association convened at Halle’s 
Hall, Cleveland, Ohio, on Wednesday morning, 
18th ult. The president, Dr. John King, of Cin- 
cinnati, called the meeting to order at Io A.M, 
when the Divine guidance was implored by the 
Rev. T. M. Howard; following this the mayor, 
R. R. Herrick, welcomed the delegates in an ad- 
dress in which he said that Cleveland was a great 
city and the best place that could have been selected 
for such a gathering. He also paid a graceful 
tribute to the science of medicine. He understood 
the eclectic school to be a school in medicine 
which permitted its members to select from other 
schools that which they might consider good, and 
was an outgrowth of the advancement of the pres- 
ent century. 

The welcome having been extended, President 
King delivered his address. It occupied about 
forty-five minutes in its reading and consisted ofa 
retrospect of eclecticism as a system of medicine, 
a caustic criticism of systems not eclectic, and an 
exhortation to those of the guild to greater stead- 
fastness. The following are the sentiments with 
which the address closed : 

“Of one thing be assured; if selfish designs, 
personal strifes, unnecessary criminations and re- 
criminations, and contumacious parties are per- 
mitted to find place among us, we can never ex- 
pect to occupy a high position in the ranks of en- 
lightened humanity. To be successful and to 
properly attain the elevation justly belonging to us, 
we require a thorough organization, based upon 
intelligence, justice, right, and duty, and tempered 
with liberality, forbearance, and harmony. With- 
out these qualities and sentiments it is utterly im- 
possible that any one can, at heart, be a true eclec- 
tic. 

«Ever remember that the prosperity of this con- 
vention, and of our State organizations, means 
prosperity to eclectic physicians, individually and 
collectively; while, on the other hand, the subver- 
sion of these organizations—more especially when 
effected through internal dissension—means disas- 
ter and ruin to eclecticism, as well as to eclectic 
practitioners.” 

The roll of officers was then called, and the 
minutes of the previous meeting read by the sec- 
retary, Dr. Alexander Wilder, of New York. The 
minutes were approved. 

On motion of A. J. Howe, of Cincinnati, a com- 
mittee on credentials was appointed by the presi- 
dent, consisting of Drs. E. Youngkin, Missouri; 
J. T. McLaughlin, Ohio; Milbrey Green, Massa- 
chusetts ; J. C. Dorgan, New York; John M, Mul- 
land, Ohio, The names of delegates were then 
received, and the treasurer, Dr. J. Anton, Ohio, 
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read his report, it being referred to the finance 
committee. 

The report of the committee on drugs was next 
received. This committee of five was appointed 
at the last meeting to investigate and report to the 
association the names of manufacturers vending 
genuine and those selling spurious or adulterated 
medicines. The committee reported a resolution 
providing for the appointment of five physicians, 
not pecuniarily interested, to be known as the 
“committee on pharmacopeeia,” for whose conduct 
duties are prescribed. Considerable discussion 
arose upon this point, Dr. R. S. Newton, Sr., of 
New York, speaking at considerable length. Prof. 
Davis, of Chicago, made a motion for the postpone- 
ment of the further discussion on this report until 
afternoon. 

Adjournment was then taken until afternoon. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Shortly after 2 o’clock the association was again 
called to order by President King, and, on motion, 
the reading of the minutes was dispensed with. 

Dr. Alexander Thompson, of Pennsylvania, 
moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this association adopt the Amer- 
ican Dispensatory as its standard authority. 

After some discussion, this resolution was 
adopted. 

STATE REPORTS. 

The first State report of the session was read by 
Dr. V. A. Baker, of Michigan, being upon the 
“Status of Eclectic Medicine in Michigan.” This 
address outlined the progress of this school in that 
State, and their late struggle to obtain a chair in 
the State University, an effort which promises suc- 
cess. Dr. W. S. Latta, Nebraska, read a report of 
the work in his State, being followed by Dr. J. V. 
Lewis, Ohio. On the part of Eclecticism in other 
States, Drs. J. Milton Walsh, Kansas, and B. L. 
Yeagley, Pennsylvania, gave short addresses. 

4 SPECIAL REPORTS, 

Under the head: of special reports, Dr. V. A. 
Baker, of Michigan, read a paper upon Typhoid 
Fever, synopsis of the treatment, sanitary conditions 
and symptoms of the disease being given. Dr. 
Henry Olin, Chicago; Alexander Thompson, Penn- 
sylvania, and others spoke upon the same subject. 
At the close of this discussion, Dr. A. J. Howe 
lauded short papers, believing that the reading of 
long papers could be dispensed with. Debate upon 
short, snappy papers, the speaker thought, brought 
new knowledge. 

“The contest in Pennsylvania” was the subject 
of a paper by Dr. J. R. Borland. It was a candid 
and clear statement of the present condition of the 
cause in that State. 

The following report was next presented : 

“We, the Committee on Credentials, after due 
examination into the case of George H. Field, 
M. D., and J. M. Hole, M. D., of St. Louis, report 
that they are not entitled to representation as dele- 
gates to the N. E. M. Association.” 

Over this report there was some debate, but on 
the testimony of the Chairman of the Committee, 
the report was adopted. Dr. Morgan L. Filkins, 
of New York, spoke in the minority. The Presi- 
dent stated that proposed delegate Field was an 
expelled member of the National Association. 

Dr. A. J. Howe at this point opened an excited 
debate upon a question of unprofessional conduct 
by preferring a charge of that nature against Dr. 
Morgan L. Filkins, of Albany, New York. The 
speaker said that he held in his hand an advertising 
sheet of a bombastic nature, and that he would 
tender the matter to the Committee on Credentials. 





This committee returned the following report, 
action on which was deferred until the evening 
session : 

“We, the Committee on Credentials, upon ex- 
amination of the charges against Morgan L. Filkins, 
M. 1)., by A. J. Howe, M. D., on the practice of ad- 
vertising in a bold and bombastic manner, do find 
M. L. Filkins guilty of said charge in the grossest 
manner, and in a way altogether unworthy of an 
honest professional conduct, and in violation of the 
laws of the Association.” 

An important report on “ State Legislation in 
Medicine,” by Dr.:S. B. Munn, Connecticut, was 
made. 

Dr. James M. Hale, Ohio, spoke upon “ Medical 
Hygiene.” The article was an exhaustive one. 

“The Prevalent Diseases of Michigan and 
Canada” seemed a very broad subject to Dr. J. R. 
Kermott, Michigan, who only made a few remarks 
on the subject. 

Upon “Stimulants,” Dr. R. E. Kunze spoke at 
considerable length. 

At the conclusion of this discussion, adjourn- 
ment was taken until evening. 

EVENING SESSION. 

At the opening of the evening session, Secretary 
Wilder read a communication from the Ohio State 
Association, recommending such by-laws as the 
State Association passed Tuesday, in which pro- 
vision is made against advertisers who pretend to 
be eclectics. A motion was made referring the 
communication to a committee of three for con- 
sideration and presentation before the Association 
to-morrow morning. 

The chair appointed Drs, J. Anton, Melbrey 
Green, H. B. Piper. 

The case of Dr. Morgan L. Filkins, postponed 
from the afternoon session, was next taken up, and 
after a very animated discussion, the report of the 
committee was adopted, and a motion passed 
giving Dr. Filkins the privilege of withdrawing 
from the Association. 

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION, 

President King first introduced Rev. T. M. 
House, who offered prayer. 

Secretary Dr. Wilder read a letter from Dr. 
Charles Band, Nebraska, inclosing a check for 
$75 as a contribution toward the expenses in- 
curred during the present session. 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. 
J. M. Scudder, Ohio, and fully debated : 

Resolved, (1) That this association recognize 
the following Eclectic colleges as being in good 
standing, and recommend that they receive the 
support of our profession: Eclectic Medical In- 
stitute, Cincinnati; American Medical College, 
New York; Bennett Medical College, Chicago; 
United States Medical College, New York. (2) 
That we approve the courses of instruction 
adopted, and especially recommend to students a 
graded course of three years, or attendance upon 
three or more courses of lectures. 

Dr. McMasters, Michigan, offered the following 
substitute for by-law No. 5: 

Qualifications for the degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine.—Medical colleges in good standing with this 
association shall require that each and every 
graduate shall be twenty-one years of age, and 
have pursued the study of medicine for three 
years under the supervision of a reputable phy- 
sician, or in a reputable medical college, and have 
attended at least two full terms of instruction of 
at least five months’ duration, with an interval of 
five months, the last of which shall have been in 
the college conferring the degree. 
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Dr. Henry Olin, Chicago, and others thought 
that the colleges mentioned should not be sup- 
ported to the exclusion of all others. 

The vote to lay the resolution on the table 
stood twenty-eight to thirty against the measure. 

Dr. Scudder again advocated national recogni- 
tion of colleges as all-important, and the resolu- 
tion was carried. 

The motion for the adoption of Dr. McMaster’s 
substitute was next carried. 

The committee appointed to consider the sug- 
gestion of the Ohio society reported in favor of 
the suggestion as an amendment to by-law 3. The 
amendment is as follows : 

While it is the undoubted right of every physi- 
cian to present himself before the public in an 
honorable manner, and to state he makes a spe- 
cialty of any particular disease, no member of 
this Association shall advertise himself by hand- 
bills, circulars, publications of certificates of cures, 
or any such means, nor advertise himself as be- 
longing to this Association, or any auxiliary so- 
ciety, or any medical college. 

Any member knowing of any violation of this 
provision by members of this or any auxiliary so- 
ciety advertising himself as such shall inform the 
executive committee of the matter, with all the 
facts in his possession, and it shall be the duty 
of said committee, thereupon, to publish the facts 
in some public journal circulating in the region 
where such offense has been committed. 

[Signed] MILBREY GREEN, 

JAMES ANTON, 
H. B, PIPER, 
Committee. 


An interesting and careful address was deliv- 
ered by Dr. J. A. Jeancon, Ohio, upon “ Lym- 


phatic Glands,” the address being illustrated with 


several fine charts. The nature and action of the 


blood was analyzed. 
AFTERNOON SESSION. 


At the opening of the afternoon session Presi- 
dent Dr. King called for the reading of unfin- 
ished reports. 

In the lullof business at this point, Dr. Parker, 
Ohio, exhibited to the Association the heart of a 
woman from which a_ burdock burr had been 
taken by himin Jost-mortem. The case was one 
that had occasioned interest in the State meet- 
ing, and Dr. Henry Olin, Chicago, added a short 
examination of the diseased heart. It was the 
doctor’s opinion that the burr might have en- 
tered many years before death, by sudden inhala- 
tion, into the lungs, and from thence to the heart. 
He pronounced it one of the most peculiar cases 
upon record. 

Of the unfinished reports the following were re- 
ported and entered by title: “ Diphtheria,” Dr. 
J. M. Mulholland; “A_ brief history of Eclectic 
Medicine,” Dr. John M. Scudder; “ Asthma,” Dr. 
W. H. Davis; “ Hernia,” Dr. R. A. Gunn; “Cal- 
culus Difficulties,” Dr. W. H. Hawley; “ Cimici- 
fuga andits Therapeutical Virtues,’’ Dr. M. Her- 
marace ; “ Salicylic Acid,” Dr. R. E. Kunze; “ Dia- 
betes,” Dr. J. V. Lewis; ‘“ Medical Education,” 
Dr. S. H. Potter; “Specific Diagnosis,” Dr. J. M. 
Scudder; “Scrofula and its kindred Diseases,’ Dr. 
C. D. Thompson ; “ Female Hygiene,” Mrs. Dr. 
R. V. Anton; “ Puerperal Convulsions,” Mrs. Dr. 
Mary C. Nivison. 

The purpose of the convention being more to 
advance the cause of Eclecticism than to educate 
the comparative few present, their reading was 
dispensed with. 

The Bureau of Correspondence made their re- 
port by Dr. Newton, of New York. The effort of 





the Bureau had been to procure legislative recog. 
nition for Eclectic physicians, a measure to place 
them upon equal footing with those of the old 
school. 

The Committee on Nominations next reported 
the following list of officers for the coming year: 

President—Milbrey Green, M. D., Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts.  - 

First Vice-President—J. B. Shultz, M. D., Indi- 
ana. 

Second Vice-President—A. G. Springsteen, M, 
D., Ohio. 

Third Vice-President—H. B. Piper, M. D., Penn- 
sylvania. 

Secretary—Alexander Wilder, M. D., New York, 

Treasurer—James Anton, M. D., Ohio. 

The vote,was taken on the next place of meet- 
ing, and Chicago was chosen. 

The Committee on Credentials reported this 
measure : 


Resolved, That inasmuch as we have found that 
the eclectic physicians of the State of Missouri 
have accepted the “Eclectic Medical Society of 
Missouri”’ as the society of the State representing 
their interest, we therefore recommend that this 
society be accepted as the only society of said State 
from which delegates to the National E. M. Asso- 
ciation will be received. 

The secretary was voted $100 and the treasurer 
$25 for their individual expenses. A vote of thanks 
was tendered to President King. 

Dr. A. J. Howe exhibited a case of tumor of the 
cheek in an old gentleman, and the subject was 
examined by several other physicians. 

At the conclusion of the clinical case, Dr. E. 
Younkin, Missouri, read a paper upon the subject 
of the proper attainments for conferring the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine. 

Dr. S. P. Yost offered a resolution as follows: 

WHEREAS, Dr. M. L. Filkins, of Albany, N. Y., 
having been guilty of injudicious advertising, and 
having been allowed to withdraw from the Asso- 
ciation, and having failed to withdraw, therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That Dr. Filkins be expelled from this 
Association. 

The resolution was adopted. 

It was agreed that the next annual meeting will 
be held on the third Wednesday in June, 1880, 

Dr. Merrill, Missouri, read a paper on “ Improve- 
ments in Pharmacy.” Dr. Olin, Illinois, followed 
upon “ Diseases of the Cornea.” 

A bureau on electricity was established. 

The Association then adjourned until evening. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The evening session opened with President King 
in the chair, and on motion the new officers were 
installed. 

President Dr. Milbrey Green gave by title an 
article upon the “Status of Eclecticism in Mas- 
sachusetts.” 

Dr. Orin Davis, New York, gave an address 
upon the subject of “ Art and Dress Culture.” 

Considerable discussion was indulged in upon 
the subject of legislative recognition. Dr. Lewis, 
Ohio, and Dr. Wilder, New York, spoke at length, 
encouraging unity and vigorous political action. 
Dr. Wilder advocated petitioning the State legis- 
lature as a measure that would ultimately influence 
the National Government. Medical bigotry, the 
speaker said, was the curse of the land. 

Dr. King moved that it be provided that in future 
years the Association shall hold its session for three 
days, and that on the third day the officers shall 
be elected. 

Adjourned. 
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MORNING SESSION. 

President Dr. Milbrey Green, Massachusetts, 
called the meeting to order shortly after 9 o’clock. 

It was resolved, on motion of Dr. Alexander 
Wilder, “that this Association take this occasion 
to express its consideration of the debt of gratitude 
to Dr. Long, of Georgia, the discoverer of anzesthe- 
sia, and agree to unite in any public endeavor to 
do honor to his memory.” 

Dr. Newton, New York, suggested that a steno- 


grapher be employed in future meetings to report | 


in full discussions, that they may appear in the 
volumes of the annual proceedings. American 
eclectics do not write enough, and what expres- 
sions are made at the annual meetings would make 
the most valuable volume that might be compiled. 


The remainder of the morning session was 
devoted to reports of cases occurring in practice. 

The afternoon session was taken up with further 
reports of cases and congratulatory addresses. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to the 
time and place already designated. 

Dr. M. L. Filkins, who was expelled from the 
National Eclectic Medical Association, gathered 
about him a number of dissatisfied members and 
organized another association and dubbed it the 
|‘ American Institute of Eclectic Medicine of the 
| United States.” He was selected as president, 
| and a full corps of officers was elected. The new 
| organization proposes perfect freedom in the mat- 
| ter of advertising. 
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ANHYDROTIC-COTOIN.—The London Medical 
Record states that Dr. Fronmiiller observed in 
the case of a phthisical patient, suffering at the 
same time from colliquative diarrhea and sweat- 
ing, that, under the use of full doses of tincture 
of coto, both these symptoms disappeared. The 
absence of any injurious effect on digestion gives 
coto a great advantage over other remedies used 
to arrest sweating, such as tannin, lead, nitrate of 
silver, aconite, alum, etc. 


ACCORDING to Harper's Weekly, the members 
of the New York Medical Club were invited to an 
entertainment, a few years ago, by Dr. H. D. 
Paine, of that city, in the following terms: 

“ SCIENS, SOCIALITE, SOBRIETE.”’ 

DocTORES—Ducum nex mundi nitu Panes; tri- 
tucum at ait. Expecto meta fumen tu te & eta 
beta pi. Super attento, uno. Dux, hamor clam 
pati, sum parates, homine, ices, jam, etc. Sideror 
hoc. Anser. 

“FESTO REASONAN FLOAS SOLE.” 

THE TREATMENT OF ACNE BY SULPHIDE OF 
CaLciuM.—Mr. Howard Carre details two cases 
out of a series of sixteen, in which he has used 
sulphide of calcium with great success in obstinate 
cases of acne which had resisted other methods of 
treatment. He uses it in doses of from 75 to } 
grain four to six times daily, giving at the same 
time a face-powder of precipitated sulphur. and 
paying the strictest attention to the diet. He gave 
itin the form of powder mixed with a few grains 
of loaf sugar, with directions that it be kept in a 
tightly-stoppered bottle. He cautions the patient 
not to wear metallic ornaments during treatment, 
as the sulphureted hydrogen given off from the 
lungs and skin forms with the metals a sulphide 
which greatly tarnishes them.— The Lancet, Aug- 
ust 17, 1878. 

THERAPEUTIC USE OF BOLDO.—I have recently 
had under my charge a lady who for four months 
suffered from gall-stone, and the threatened return 
of similar attacks, together with hepatic trouble, 
subperitoneal inflammation, etc., etc. She had 
been treated by me on scientific principles with the 
best modern remedies, but still suffered from that 
peculiar “gall-stone, wedge-like pain.” Having 
tied tincture of boldo with benefit in other cases, 
I put her upon the use of a strong tincture in doses 
of 20 to 25 drops three times a day. Since employ- 
ing this last prescription the pain has entirely left 

er, she is bright and cheerful, and pronounces 

erself to be perfectly well and cured. I have like- 


wise used this remedy (1) with benefit in a case of 
gastro-intestinal debility, arising from gout and its 
consequent pain; (2) in a case of cardiac neural- 
gia, and (3) with improvement in the case of a 
patient suffering from periodical attacks of dipso- 
mania. I think that in the latter it lessened the 
desire for drink, and gave more tone to the stom- 
ach and intestines.—Sam/l. W. Francis. M. D., in 
New Remedies. 

NEw REMEDY FOR DYSENTERY.—In the Ja- 
dian Medical Gazette for October Ist, 1878, there 
is an interesting account of a new remedy for dys- 
entery, “which promises to rival ipecacuanha in its 
power over acute dysentery.” The credit of bring- 
ing this remedy to notice belongs to Assistant- 
Surgeon Umrito Lall Deb, attached to the Howrah 
General Hospital. This gentlemen reports, and 
his report is confirmed by Surgeon-Major R. Bird, 
M. D., Civil Surgeon of Howrah, that the root of 
the plant called in Bengalee Rungum, belonging to 
the genus /xora, “is very efficacious in the treat- 
ment of acute dysentery.” Dr. King, Superin- 
tendent of the Calcutta Botanical Garden, identified 
the plants used in the trials at Howrah as belong- 
ing to the species /. Coccinea and J. Bandhuca. 
It is claimed for this remedy that it has the virtues 
of ipecacuanha without the nauseating properties 
of that valuable drug. At Howrah, the remedy 
was used in doses of from fifteen to thirty grains. 
three or four times a day, of the fresh root ground 
to a pulp on a “curry stone,” with a piece of long 
pepper, administered suspended in water. Exten- 
sive trials are now being made in India of this new 
remedy. A tincture has also been prepared of the 
fresh root.—Br7tish Medical Fournal. 


A NEW REMEDY—SABAL SERRULATA—SAW 
PALMETTO.—The sabal serrulata is indigenous to 
the southern coast, near Charleston and Savannah, 
and many places along the coast of Florida. 
Medical attention was called to it by its superior 
fat producing properties in animals that feed upon 
its fruit. It was noticed that as soon as the ber- 
ries matured, the animals that feed upon them 
grew very sleek and fat. A physician (Dr. Reed) 
noticing the very marked health of the animals that 
feed upon the berries that grow upon the sabal 
serrulata, concluded to try it as medicine, and the 
result was that he found the berries to improve 
the digestion, increase flesh, strength and weight, 
and readily relieve irritation of mucous tissues, 
especially thateof the nose and air passages. He 
used it in catarrh, ozoena, and chronic bronchitis, 
with prompt success. One experimenter used it 
in whooping-cough with prompt success. There 
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are several persons using it in this city, and they 
say with happy success, in catarrh and ozoena. 
Several persons used it here last winter in old bron- 
chial coughs, and they say with the best success. 
I took a dose of it one hour before meal time, and 
it gave me an appetite for my dinner, which I had 
not had for some time. I am fully of the opinion 
that it will prove valuable in coughs, colds and 
debility generally. Try it—MJedical Brief. 

RESEARCHES ON THE TREE WHICH PRODUCES 
“GOA” POWDER.—(Dr. Da SilvaLima.) The au- 
thor has received the following information from 
Dr. Ramiro A. Monteiro : 

“The tree which yields the araroba or Goa 
powder is known in the districts where this in- 
dustry flourishes under the name angelim amar- 
gosa (‘bitter.angelim’). The word angelim is 
not now understood. The tree belongs to the 
natural order leguminosze; and the appellation 
‘bitter’ arises from the fact that the ligneous por- 
tion resembles good cinchona in flavor and bitter- 
ness. It is found in company with another tree, 
belonging probably to the same genus, namely, 
andtra anthelmintica, Benth., which has anthel- 
mintic properties. There is also an angelim dolce 
(‘sweet angelim,’ azdira vermifuga) and an an- 
gelim pedra (andtra spectabiles’’). 

The araroba tree occurs abundantly in the for- 
ests of Camamu, Igrapiuna, Santarem, Taperoa, 
and Valencia, of the province of Bahia. It attains 
a very large size, one to two metres in diameter, 
and twenty to thirty metres in height. 

The goa powder is contained in more or less 
narrow fissures and chinks in the ligneous por- 
tion, running mostly through the whole length of 
the trunk, and becoming narrower above. It is 
customary to cut down the tree, to saw it into sec- 
tions, and then to split the blocks open in the di- 
rection of the fissures, when the powder is readily 
obtained. There is scarcely any doubt that the 
original tree is either an andzra or a czsalpina.— 
L’ Union Pharmaceutique. 


NITRITE OF AMYL IN CONGESTIVE CHILLS.— 
In the November number of the Recorder, I see 
that Dr. T. W. Rankin advises the hypodermic in- 
jection of belladonna in “congestive chills,” and 
his cases show that the treatment is good. 

I treat such cases as follows: Let the patient 
inhale from .18 to .30 of nitrite of amyl; and with- 
in from twenty to thirty minutes the surface be- 
comes warm, breathing natural, and circulation 
restored. Then have the patient bathed with the 
following : 

KR. Spts. frumenti, 15 ounces (480.00). 
Tinct. capsici, 1 ounce (32.00). 
Quiniz sulph., 1 drachm (4.00). 

Mix. 

Also give a tablespoonful of the following mix- 
ture, every hour, till reaction is fully established : 

KR. Ammonii carbonatis, 40 grains (2.50). 

Syr. aurantii, 3 ounces (96.00). 
Spts. frumenti, 1 ounce Saad. 
Creasoti, 8 drops (0.48). 

Mix. 

Should the pulse flag, repeat the inhalation of 
the amyl, but be careful not to use too much, or 
too often. As soon as the reaction is well estab- 
lished, stop the ammonia mixture, and give freely 
of quinine in solution. Do not trust it in pill or 
powder, for it may not be absorbed. 

I also get good results from the inhalation of 
nitrite of amyl in the collapse of clfolera morbus, 
and should expect to derive benefit from it in the 
collapse of cholera.— Wm. R. Smith, M.D., Caro, 
Lill, in Ohio Recorder. 





CHRYSOPHANIC ACID IN DISEASES OF THE 
SKIN.—Dr. Walter Smith sums up the knowledge 
that we have at present in the following words: 
(1) Chrysophanic acid is a powerful local stimy. 
lant, not, however, tending towards vesiccation or 
ulceration. Its action in this capacity is best illus. 
trated in psoriasis. (2) It also possesses undoubted 
parasiticide power. (3) It is a most efficient rem- 
edy in two parasitic affections, viz., ringworm of 
the body and tinea versicolor. (4) In ringworm of 
the scalp it frequently fails, owing to causes that 
militate against all remedies as yet tried. (5) In 
favus it has not as yet, so far as is known, had a 
trial. (6) As a destroyer of animal parasites its 
efficacy remains to be proved. It would probably 
be of service in some cases of scabies and in pedi- 
cularia. (7) Internally, as Dr. Ashburton Thomp- 
son has shown, it is an emetic purge. (8) Alizarin, 
a substance belonging to the same group of bodies 
as chrysophanic acid, upon several grounds appears 
to deserve a more extended trial in diseases of the 
skin. The acid is open to certain disadvantages 
now tolerably well known. Of these, the staining 
of the skin and dyeing of the hair are the least, for 
they quickly disappear when the use of the drug 
is suspended, and by simple precautions the dis- 
coloration of the patient’s pillow, linen, etc., can 
be avoided; but the irritant qualities of the acid 
are more marked, and in more than one case Dr. 
Smith has been obliged to discontinue its use, even 
when fully diluted—z2o grs. or less to 3% i—on ac- 
count of the cedema, irritation and pain provoked 
by it—Dublin Fournal of Medical Science. 

THE BRAZILIAN TEA— MATE.—People who 
read have long been acquainted to some extent 
with the maté, or at least with its history and use. 
A pamphlet is before us, written by Dr. Zaremba, 
of Chicago, with a view to the introduction of the 
tea as a substitute for the China herb. An inter 
esting history is given of the method of preparing 
the article in Brazil, from which large quantities 
are supplied to various countries of South America 
and to Mexico. Its physiological relations are 
minutely set forth, and it is represented as possess- 
ing valuable therapeutic properties. The mate is 
the product of the ilex paraguayensis; syn. ilex 
maté, psoralea glandulosa. It grows abundantly 
in the semi-tropical regions of South America. 
Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, are prominently 
interested in its introduction in the United States. 
A number of years ago, during a sojourn of a fort- 
night at Manzanilla, on the western coast of Mex- 
ico, the senior editor of this journal had the oppor- 
tunity of knowing something of the nature of this 
tea. He was quartered at the house of a wealthy 
German merchant doing business at that place, 
and who used no other drink. An ordinary tea- 
drinker or coffee-drinker would deem its qualities 
rather negative. It is certainly wanting in the 
power of producing any very prompt effects, either 
stimulating or narcotic. The writer did not form 
a very strong attachment to it, but this was proba- 
bly due to want of education in its use, as the 
German gentleman was very fond of it, and praised 
it with enthusiasm. Whatever may be said of its 
good qualities, we feel quite certain that it can do 
no harm-—unless prepared in some other way than 
by Meinherr at Manzanilla— Pacific Medical and 
Surgical Fournal, 

RHAMNUS CATHARTICUS (Buckthorn Berries). 
—When used in doses short of cathartic action, 
this is a most excellent antisyphilitic. 1 always 
prescribe it during the eruptive stage of scone 
syphilis. It most certainly hastens the process 
eruption ; keeps the bowels ina laxative condition; 
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favors determination of the disease to the skin, and 
often obviates the more troublesome internal ap- 
pearances : ulcerative sore throat, secondary ab- 
scesses, bone and periosteal affections. It is my 
ideal alterative in all pustular, strumous and ulcer- 
ative conditions. Beneficial effects are only to be 
expected from small doses, as it is a powerful 
emetocathartic when given in large doses, causing 
tormina and other very distressing symptoms. Not 
that I always rely entirely on this agent in the 
above named conditions, but that I do consider it 
a most satisfactory so-called alterative. 

| have administered it in many cases of second- 
ary syphilis, when it apparently accomplished what 
[had not expected of any vegetable product, and 
in one case it was so satisfactory in its action that 
no syphilitic symptoms followed the eruption, 
which was very profuse, and as seemed to me, 
rendered so by the drug, and the patient received 
no other medicine. Several years have now passed 
and there has been no return of the disease. I 
suggested this agent to a few of my friends (phy- 
sicians), who have reported equally favorable re- 
sults. 

I must say that I have not obtained as satisfac- 
tory results from our fluid extracts as from cold in- 
fusions, yet with proper selections as to manufac- 
turers, I think this will be the least of our difficul- 
ties. I begin with ten drops of the fluid extract 
four times a day, and increase the dose until I pro- 
duce a laxative effect on the bowels, and continue 
this dose during treatment.—X, zz Am. Med. 
Journal, 

VIBURNUM PRUNIFOLIUM.—I have had much 
and varied success in the use of viburnum. At 
first I used the viburnum in cases of abortions and 
miscarriages, and always with success if the mem- 
branes had not been ruptured previous to my visit, 
as the following cases will show, representing also 
many others: On the 28th of November last I 
was called to see Mrs. W.; found her having active 
labor pains every five minutes. She was six months 
pregnant—the membranes not ruptured. I gave 
one teaspoonful tincture viburnum. In_ twenty 
minutes repeated the dose. In ten minutes more 
pain stopped and the woman asleep. I ordered 
medicine repeated upon least return of pain, and 
for a few days to take a dose every four or six 
hours. Child carried to full term. The following 
day I was called to see Mrs. B., in labor at full 
time. Child delivered, and followed by hemor- 
hage. Iused means to stop that immediately, and 
in one hour left the woman doing well. Ina few 
hours was recalled and was urged to give “some- 
thing to stop these severe and unbearable after- 
pains.” Now, I immediately reasoned in this way: 
If viburnum pays its attention directly to the womb 
to stop pain in an abortion, why will it not stop 
pain after delivery? Two doses given as above 
stopped the pain, and ordered to be repeated if 
necessary. The case had no further trouble. Now, 
can it be objected that it is not best to stop after- 
pains? Do after-pains protect parturient woman 
i any way? If it is nature’s own work for her 
Protection, then why do some women never have 
after-pains ? With viburnum, I think I can safely 
say, let no woman suffer with them. Recently I 
have prescribed the viburnum in mzenorrhagia, less- 
ening and controlling the flow; and in dysmen- 
orrhoea, controlling the pain at will; and in one 
case of uterine neuralgia I used it with marked and 
almost certain effect. This opens up a wide field 
M practice, and I would like to hear of the experi- 
ence of “our medical friends” generally through 
the Record, in the use of this agent.— Southern 
Medical Record. 





GELSEMIUM IN FACIAL NEURALGIA.—A cer- 
tain school of practitioners place great dependence 
on gelsemium as a therapeutic agent, and notwith- 
standing the suspicion which certain practitioners 
of another school would cast upon it, there exists 
abundant testimony to its value in properly selected 
cases. The National Dispensatory, by Stillé and 
Maisch, lately issued, speaks of it as “ one of those 
too numerous remedies which have been used in a 
great variety of sthenic febrile diseases upon no 
better ground than their power of lowering the 
pulse and depressing the nervous system. Incal- 
culable mischief has been caused by them, and 
more is likely to be occasioned by gelsemium in 
febrile affections.” Such testimony from such a 
source is not calculated to predispose one in favor 
of this article; but when it is known that Prof. 
Stillé condemns salicylic acid much more roundly, 
and accuses it of “incalculable mischief,” that the 
Dispensatory ascribes to grindelia robusta and 
grindelia squarrosa similar therapeutic properties, 
and that of all the drugs introduced to the profes- 
sion within the past few years it regards jabo- 
randi as alone entitled to favor, the force of its ob- 
jection to gelsemium will be materially weakened. 

I have no doubt that I could with safety appeal 
to the readers of the Vews for testimony in favor 
of gelsemium as an antipyretic, but it is not the 
purpose of this note to argue its general merits; I 
wish merely to report the following case in testi- 
mony of its efficacy in facial neuralgia. I had in 
my practice a case of this painful and aggravating 
affection, which had resisted all previous treatment. 
Relief from pain was only secured by morphia, 
and this relief was but temporary. The patient 
was fast becoming addicted to the opium habit, 
when I put him on ten-drop doses of the fluid ex- 
tract of gelsemium every three hours. This was 
two weeks ago, and to-day he came in to thank me 
for the wonderful relief it brought him. I had 
used the medicine in other cases of a similar 
nature, and with such success as to lead me to 
regard it as almost infallible—. MW. Burgess, M. 
D., in Michigan Medical News. 


CASCARA SAGRADA.—We had our attention 
called to cascara sagrada a little over a year ago 
by a physician in one of our neighboring towns, 
who was then prescribing it; although we had 
heard about cascara prior to that period, we had 
never given it a trial, thinking it might be one of 
those much-lauded remedies without any particu- 
lar virtue; but have since prescribed it in quite a 
number of cases where its use seemed to be indi- 
cated, particularly in that most frequent and sub- 
tle malady, constipation, for which it is invaluable, 
its action being decidedly much better than any- 
thing we had heretofore used. 

It produces full, easy, pleasant stools, without 
any tormina, tenesmus, or nausea; neither is it 
very unpleasant to the taste. Twenty to thirty 
drops of the fluid extract two or three times daily 
is all that is wanted to perfectly regulate the want 
of, and to change -.the perverted secretions. It 
acts upon the hepatic secretions and circulation 
more positively than anything we ever gave before ; 
constipation dependent upon defective and per- 
verted action of the liver, as above stated, yields at 
once to its action. It acts upon the whole gastro- 
intestinal canal, stimulating its morbid condition, 
bringing back vitality, and stimulating the neigh- 
boring glands to healthy action, completely restor- 
ing their tone and muscular power. 

Given in smaller doses it is a valuable remedy in 
dyspepsia, increasing the appetite, and giving tone 
and vigor to the stomach. 

In bilious, intermittent and remittent types of 
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fever, cascara sagrada, combined with gentian 
quinqueflora, in doses of from ten to fifteen drops 
each, administered every few hours until a good 
action upon the bowels is produced, then at longer 
intervals, will generally effect a cure in a very short 
time. 

There is alarge amount of cascara in the market 
which is unreliable. Our best results have always 
been obtained from that manufactured by Parke, 
Davis & Co., of Detroit, Michigan. We regard 
cascara sagrada as an important addition to our 
materia medica.— The Medical Summary. 

OBSTINATE CASE OF CHRONIC ECZEMA, WITH 
PSORIASIS—CONFINED TO KNEES AND ELBOWS 
CURED BY CHRYSOPHANIC ACID.—This lady, zt. 
46, has been suffering with this cutaneous eruption 
about eighteen months—may be longer. She is 
otherwise in excellent health, of florid complexion, 
plethoric, and disposed to be corpulent. There is 
infiltration and thickening of the dermis over the 
whole anterior aspect of the knees and posterior 
part of the elbows—with crusts and fissures of ec- 
zema about the central parts of the eruption, and 
abundant scales of psoriasis on the other bound- 
aries. The subjective symptoms are itching and 
burning. She was disposed to be fleshy, seemed 
well nourished, and was free from any traceable 
taint of scrofula or syphilis. 

As her present condition, however, was bad, I 
placed her under an alterative course of mercury 
with cinchona for a few weeks; then upon arsenic, 
iodine, potash, etc. The first local treatment was 
of soothing character—lotions of flaxseed, tea, 
meal and water, ointment of oxide of zinc, and 
subsequently, of course, all the tars, precipitates, 
red and white ointment, gloves, total disuse of 
hands, etc., including electricity—constant current. 

The general health was in the course of two 
months, re-established, though during the time 
there was softening and suppuration of the glands 
in one groin and in both axilla. The local symp- 
toms, however, were most obstinate and persisting. 
Sometimes there would seem to be fair -prospect 
of recovery, and there seemed as much improve- 
ment under the galvanic current as under any 
other remedy, when some contretemps would oc- 
cur, and the whole work had to be commenced 
anew. Finally, after about one year of discourag- 
ing treatment, I commenced the use of chryso- 
phanic acid, Ordering an ointment of one drachm 
to the ounce of lard, I directed her to apply it daily, 
continuing, at the same time, the use of gloves. 
The disease commenced to improve at once, and 
in a month was nearly well. At this time—some 
several months after the discontinuance of treat- 
ment—she makes no complaint. 

The chief trouble in the use of the acid was the 
difficulty of thoroughly incorporating it with the 
menstruum. No amount of trituration will do 
away with the gritty particles—which of them- 
selves, besides the essential nature of the remedy, 
caused, occasionally, more local irritation than was 
desirable. The goa powder, I think, would not be 
liable to the same objection, and in asimilar case, I 
should resort to the use of that.—Medtcal Monthly. 


NEW REMEDIES—CASCARA, AND RHUS ARo- 
MATICA.—Cascara.—We are continually having 


new remedies urged upon us. Some of them are 
good; others are good for nothing. Cascara sa- 
grada is one of the most useful remedies that has 
been put upon the market for a long time. Who 
is it that has not felt the want of some drug that 
would gently but certainly move the bowels and 
keep them regular without materially disturbing 
the stomach or other parts of the system? This 





want is felt most in the cases of children. T 
can’t take pills: castor oil is exceedingly di 

able, and is generally followed by constipation, 
The fluid extracts of podophyllum and leptandra 
nauseate and produce griping, besides they are ex. 
ceedingly bitter, and children take them with re. 
luctance. But the cascara is clear of all these ob. 
jections. It does not taste bad, and when given 
in appropriate doses, no nausea and but slight un- 
easiness is experienced from its use. The fluid 
extract may be combined with neutralizing cordial, 
extract of malt, or simple syrup. For children, one 
ounce of the fluid extract may be added to three 
ounces of any of the above articles, and the com- 
bination given in teaspoonful doses every two or 
three hours, till the bowels move, then two or three 
times a day to keep the bowels regular. In adult 
cases equal portions of the fluid extract cascara 
and any of the above may be mixed together, and 
one teaspoonful given every two or three hours, till 
the bowels move, then two or three times a day 
to keep the bowels regular. 

This is a pleasant remedy; and while it is pleas- 
ant to take as an efficient cathartic or laxative, it 
seems to increase the glandular secretions gener- 
ally, especially that of the liver. We can rely upon 
the cascara where anything of this class is de- 
manded, and country practitioners can hardly get 
along without cathartics. While we do not prize 
them so highly as some people, we do find cases 
where they are demanded ; then the cascara is ap- 
propriate. And I wish to impress it upon the 
reader, that this remedy has a tendency to cure 
constipation, a habit or local lethargy suffered by 
so many people. 

Rhus Aromatica.—Dr. McClanahan, in a pre- 
vious number of this journal, gave us his experience 
with this drug. We have found it excellent in 
passive hemorrhage, menorrhagia, attended by 
anemia; and incontinence of urine in children of 
weak constitutions is speedily relieved—sometimes 
immediately arrested by it. We are using the 
remedy in other cases, and shall be able to report 
more fully in the future—Am. Med. Fournal. 

ON THE USE OF JABORANDI IN WHOOPING- 
CouéH.—On March 28th, in the evening, I was 
called to a young French boy, aged five years, 
stout, and of strong constitution, who had an attack 
of whooping-cough. 

His parents told me that for the last three or 
four days they had remarked that every evening 
between five and six o’clock the paroxysms seemed 
to increase in severity—that they grew worse and 
worse until they had become very alarming. 

When I saw the child he was laboring under 
a violent paroxysm; his face was congested and 
cyanotic; the spasmodic cough threatening suffo- 
cation; skin dry; pulse 140 per minute, and tem- 
perature 104° F. 

Knowing by long experience that the treatment 
of this affection is usually very troublesome from 
the length of time it requires to effect a cure, 1 
concluded to try an entirely new treatment with 
this well-marked case. 

Into two ounces of water I put sixty drops of 
the fluid extract of jaborandi (prepared by Parke, 
Davis & Co.) I intentionally mention the manu- 
facturers, because in several instances I have re 
marked that their preparations were more powerful 
in their effects than those of some other firms. 
The medicine was directed to be given by the tea- 
spoonful every ten or fifteen minutes until one-half 
of the mixture should be taken. ; 

An hour or so later I visited the patient again 
and found him perspiring freely, he had already 
vomited large quantities of mucosities and was $ 
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yomiting; temperature and pulse quite normal. 1 
remained for nearly an hour with the family on 
account of the vomiting being so persistent, and 
during that time he did not cough once. When I 
left he was sleeping soundly. 

At half-past six o'clock, next evening, I called 
again. The mother said that during the entire 
day the child had had no cough, but that between 
five and six o'clock the trouble had again com- 
menced, but not so soon as the day before. The 
pulse was then 130, temperature 102 F., skin dry, 
face congested, etc. 

I advised the administration of the remains of 
the mixture left from the preceding day, and to 
stop giving it as soon as the child should vomit, 
which directions were carried out. 

When I called, two hours later, there was only a 
teaspoonful of the medicine left in the bottle. 
Pulse and temperature normal, and the child 
drenched in perspiration. He had again vomited 
much phlegm, and this time was profusely sali- 
vated. 

Next day at about the same hour, the child 
coughed once or twice, but had no fever or other 
unpleasant symptom ; the fourth day there was no 
cough at all, and since then he has been entirely 
well. 

Have we a specific for whooping-cough in jabo- 
randi?—E. A. De Catlhol, M. D., in St. Louts 
Clinical Record. 

RHUS AROMATICA.—Case 13—Was summoned 
to the bedside of Mrs. H., mother of two children, 
September 18; found after careful examination, a 
case of threatened abortion, gestation about ten 
weeks; pains cramp-like and promiscuously dis- 
tributed over womb and abdomen. I immediately 
put her upon the use of viburnum prunifolium, 
which had the happy effect of controlling the pains, 
and moreover, arrested the abortion. I ordered 
. the medicine continued in small doses, and at 
lengthy intervals for two or three days, and to in- 
form me upon the appearance of a return of symp- 
toms. September 27, was called in great haste, 
messenger stating that Mrs. H. was “flooding to 
death.” Upon my arrival I found a chamber con- 
taining about two quarts of blood and an imper- 
fect foetus, which had passed an hour pre- 
vious to my arrival. After the foetus had passed 
away, clots formed within the vagina, which ac- 
cording to statements, caused such pressure and 
bearing down sensations that she was compelled 
torise and let them pass out, which invariably 
caused a renewal from the uterus. I immediately 
made an examination, and found the os dilated and 
flabby, pulse rather feeble, and quick, chilly sensa- 
tions passing down the back at times, skin and 
extremities cool. First administered a stimulant, 
then gave tincture rhus aromatica ; dose, ten drops 
every fifteen minutes; also, saturated a piece of 
raw cotton with a solution containing 20 per cent 
of the tincture and pressed it gently against the 
0s uteri, at the same time gently kneading the ab- 
domen until the uterus appeared to contract; after 
two hours the hemorrhage had ceased, and my 
patient was comfortable. I now ordered the rhus 
aromatica given every hour, and left, promising to 
call again in six hours. At my next visit, found 
patient comfortable. I removed the cotton with- 
out any return of the hemorrhage; improvement 
was rapid, and recovery complete in ten days; 
during this time, however, there was a sanguin- 
cous discharge for which I continued this remedy 
in smaller doses every two or three hours. 

I use this remedy in my obstetric practice 
largely ; indeed, I have added it to my list of ob- 
Stetric remedies, and have given it a place in my 





case containing only those remedies. I have had 
some experience with this remedy in the treatment 
of menorrhagia, in both the active and passive 
forms ; but let one illustration suffice: Was called 
to see Miss S., April 3, 1878 ; blonde, spare made, 
aged 23; found her confined to bed and suffering 
from passive menorrhagia; patient stated she had 
menstruated every two weeks for some time, and 
in profuse quantities. Her countenance was anx- 
ious, pulse weak and rapid, extremities cold, 
strength and flesh reduced, giddiness, fainty sen- 
sations, and frontal pain in head. Cause, I con- 
sidered tobe constitutional, general debility, over 
exertion, etc. I put her upon the use of fifteen- 
drop doses of rhus aromatica every three hours, 
which soon had the effect of controlling the ab- 
normal discharge. I then put her upon iron, phos. 
acid, cimicifuga, and helonias, in alternation, from 
time to time; these, together with a generous diet, 
and strict hygienic laws, completed the treatment. 
At each catamenial period I used the rhus aromat- 
ica as long as necessary, using the above during 
the intervals. 

The rhus aromatica is also applicable in other 
excessive discharges, accompanied bya relaxed 
condition of the uterus, asleucorrhea. I have used 
it with satisfactory results as an injection in the 
latter. I have also used it in gonorrhea to some 
extent, where a remedy was indicated containing 
an astringent. This remedy is also useful in hem- 
aturia, which arises from a morbid state of the 
blood; or that which precedes “ Bright’s disease,” 
and it will often relieve hemorrhage resulting from 
falls, blows, calculus, etc. 

After I had attended my first course of lectures, 
and yet an undergraduate, I was able to assist my 
father in practice (I thought so, at least). A mes- 
senger came for my father who was not at home ; 
he stated that Mr. Dark was “bleeding through 
his penis, terribly bad ;” of course the next best 
thing was to take me. I immediately armed my- 
self with all the medicine I could carry, and de- 
parted for my patient’s house, four miles in the 
country ; upon my arrival, found my patient suffer- 
ing from passive renal hemorrhage, condition as 
follows: pulse soft, moderately full, pupils some- 
what dilated, tongue white, large and flabby, skin 
sallow, spare make, temperature 100, urine rather 
profuse, complained of dull, heavy pains extending 
from the testicles to the kidneys. Patient stated 
he had not been well for some time ; his back had 
been weak, with full dull feelings in region of kid- 
neys; urination had been too frequent, and had 
seen traces of hemorrhage, which he had attributed 
to hard lifting. I regarded these symptoms pre- 
monitory to albuminuria, as a subsequent test of 
his urine revealed a slight albuminous deposit. 
Previous to my call he had taken no medicine ex- 
cept “patent pills” and “ Bull’s sarsaparilla.” I 
gave ten-grain doses of gallic acid, and put him upon 
ten drops of rhus aromatica every three hours, and 
after hemorrhage had ceased, to take the same 
dose three times a day; and to let us hear from 
him in two days. At the expiration of this time, 
we received a note stating that the hemorrhage had 
ceased, urination less frequent, and in every way 
he felt improved. We sent him the following: . 

kk. Tr. rhus aromatica, 3 ss. 
Tr. nux vomica, gtt. xv. 
Glycerine, § iij. 

M. Sig. Teaspoonful three times each day, and 
to report in aweek. Patient called this time much 
improved, feeling somewhat like himself again. 
Under this treatment he made a good recovery. 
Other cases might be given illustrating the use of 
the rhus aromatica in hemorrhage of the kidneys, 
and also of the bladder, but let the above suffice. 
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With the above I haye illustrated its complete range 
of action on the economy, so far as I know it. I 
have endeavored to be practical, selecting such 
cases as best suited my purpose, and illustrated 
the action of the rhus aromatica when uncombined. 
Of course, in any case where complications exist 
calling for other remedies, they should be given; 
otherwise the good effect of the rhus aromatica 
might be lost. Recapitulation. My experience 
with the rhus aromatica is, that it is a remedy of 
undoubted merit: Ist, in diabetes; 2d, hematu- 
ria ; 3d, incpntinence of urine; 4th, atonic diarrhea 
and dysentery; 5th, uterine hemorrhage, menor- 
rhagia, etc. 

In no case arising from an inflammatory condi- 
tion, would I recommend the rhus aromatica ; and 
if physicians will bear this in mind they will not be 
disappointed. 

I have recently supplied Parke, Davis & Co., of 
Detroit, Michigan, with a large shipment of prime 
crude material preserved in alcohol, from which 
they will manufacture a reliable fluid extract and 
place upon the market, and to this I would respect- 
fully refer the profession and trade, for supplies. 
To physicians who may wish to try this remedy in 
some special case, but being so remotely located as 
not to be able to procure the fluid extract except 
at much trouble and expense, I will, upon the re- 
ceipt of one dollar, forward by mail, enough crude 
material to make one pound of strong tincture.— 
F. T. McClanahan, M.D., in Am, Med. Fournal. 


GRINDELIA ROBUSTA IN RHEUMATIC AFFEC- 
TIONS.—Sir: Some time ago I noticed in several 
of the medical journals suggestions as to the use 
of grindelia robusta in asthmatic affections. I took 
occasion to make use of this remedy, and found 
that although in some cases a certain degree of 
benefit was perceptible, yet it by no means equaled 
the results I had been led to anticipate. The 
thought occurred to me that it might be well to 
couple with it some preparation of yerba santa, 
this having acquired considerable reputation of late 
in the treatment of bronchial affections. Accord- 
ingly, the next time asthma was submitted to my 
care, I prescribed as follows : 

R. Elixir grindelia robusta, § xij. 
Glycerole of yerba santa, 3 iv. 


M. et Sig. from two teaspoonfuls to one table- 
spoonful four times a day. 

The result exceeded my most sanguine expecta- 
tions, and I will give the brief details of three cases: 


Case I. Mrs. L. M., aged 37, had suffered from 
asthma fifteen years. During this period she, like 
almost all asthmatics, had tried many remedies with 
no practical relief. Coming to me August 4, 1878, 
I gave her the medicine to which I have just re- 
ferrred. Before commencing treatment she was 
robbed of the latter part of almost every night’s 
rest. About two o'clock in the morning the sitting 
posture, and the smoking of a preparation for the 
relief of dyspnoea, became imperatively necessary. 
The loss of sleep consequent upon these proce- 
dures had their legitimate effect upon her system. 
Emaciation and general debility followed, and her 
careworn and anxious countenance plainly indi- 
cated the suffering she was undergoing. 

The first night the medicine was taken refresh- 
ing sleep till six o’clock in the morning resulted. 
From that time to the present she has not lost a 
night’s rest from this cause, nor felt more than a 





very slight indication of a return of asthma, not 
withstanding she has suffered in the interim several 
times with a severe cold. She has gained flesh, ig 
much improved in general health, and says the 
medicine has been and is to her of invaluable 
worth. 

Case II. Mrs. L. P., aged 32, was an asthmatic 
for ten years. Emaciation was very marked, her 
rest habitually broken, and her bowels were obstj- 
nately constipated. Coming to me November 4 
1878, I gave her the grindelia robusta and yerba 
santa. During the first two days the relief was 
slight, but improvement then became decided. At 
this juncture the breaking up of housekeeping 
caused a severe and continued cold, and her asthma 
became nearly as bad as ever. The remedy was 
continued, however; the patient recovered from 
the attack, and has not felt any indications of a 
return of her malady up to the present date. Her 
bowels have become regulated, and her general 
health and emaciation very much improved. 

Case III. Mrs. A. V., aged 50 years, an asth- 
matic for eighteen years. She had been so intense 
a sufferer as to become a confirmed morphine 
eater; she commenced the treatment already re- 
ferred to December 4, 1878. Immediate and (up 
to the present time) permanent relief was obtained, 
I would remark, incidentally, that her morphine 
habit has also been cured, and I regard the manner 
in which it was accomplished of sufficient interest 
to merit passing mention. Her husband invariably 
purchased the drug for her; I took advantage of 
this fact to empty the contents of a bottle of mor- 
phine, extract a little of it, and substitute in its 
stead the same quantity of quinine. After mixing 
them thoroughly, they were carefully replaced in 
the bottle, and Mrs. V. kept in ignorance of the 
change. During the first few days her symptoms 
were very distressing and even alarming. Recov- 
ery, however, soon occurred, and every time mor- 
phine was purchased I lessened its quantity and 
increased the quinine until at last she was taking 
clear quinine. At this juncture the deceit was 
made known to her, and inasmuch as she had not 
suffered from asthma for a long period her good 
sense impelled her to discontinue the use of both 
morphine and quinine. 

From the gradual reduction in the quantity of 
morphine and the similarity in the taste and appear- 
ance of the two drugs her suspicions were not 
aroused. With the exception of a few days during 
the latter part of the treatment, she made no com- 
plaint of tinnitus aurium; and the quinine, acting 
as a tonic, to a large extent improved her general 
health. 

I think this case is interesting, not only as regards 
the relief from asthma, but from the possibility in 
this manner of breaking up the morphine habit. 

It is not necessary to cite more instances ; those 
already given are but fair illustrations of other 
cases in which I have used the remedy. I have 
prescribed it about twenty times, and in only two 
instances (and these were cases of a very compli- 
cated nature) where patients have followed my 
directions has it failed in producing good and (up 
to the present writing) permanent results. After 
the medicine has been taken in large doses for a 
few weeks the quantity may be gradually reduced, 
and at last altogether discontinued. I have noticed 
in some cases that considerable nausea and loose- 
ness of the bowels were temporarily produced.- 
Frank Allport, M. D., in The Medical Record. 
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Editor’s Notes. 


CORRECTION.—Dr. W. R. Smith, of Cairo, Ill. 
desires us to correct the dose of the prescription 
for chronic dysentery as given in his article on 
Cercis Canadensis, on page 141 of the June num- 
ber of this journal. The directions for administra- 





tion should read a tablespoonful every four hours, 


etc. 


THE Chicago Medical Gazette, edited by Dr. 
E. C. Dudley, is about to make its appearance. 
The new journal is to be issued twice each month, 
will contain 28 royal octavo pages of each number, 
or 672 pages in the volume, and will be furnished 
for $2.00 per year. The style on which it is pro- 
posed to conduct the new journal is somewhat 
different from that of the ordinary medical journal. 
It is to be in medical, what the Va/zon is in secu- 
lar journalism. There is not only room but a posi- 
tive demand for such a journal, and the price at 
which the Gazette is to be furnished will insure, 


for it, with judicious handling, a circulation second 
to none in the country. The first number of the 
journal will be issued in October, and specimen 
copies will be sent gra/zs to all who request a copy 
prior to that date. Dropa postal card to Dr. E. C. 
Dudley, 203 Erie St., Chicago, II. 


NEw DrucGs.—Any inquiries you may wish to 
make concerning the action of any new drug, please 
to send tous; if we cannot readily answer it our- 
selves, we will give it publication. Some one out 
of our many thousand readers will undoubtedly be 
able to give you the information you wish. 


CORRESPONDENCE.—If you have an unusually 
interesting case to offer, write its history in detail 
for the Original Department, to the extent of, say, 
two pages of foolscap. 

If you wish merely to express your opinion gen- 
erally on the merits of a new remedy, write for 
Correspondence Department, to the extent ofa 
page of note paper or finely written postal card. 











Publisher’s Notes. 





Subscriptions. 

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE for 1879, one dollar. 

The /ndex for 1878 is now ready, and every sub- 
scriber for 1878 is entitled to it. 

For one dollar and fifty cents inclosed to Geo. S. 
Davis, Publisher, we will send NEW PREPARATIONS 
(monthly) and MICHIGAN MEDICAL NEws (semi- 
monthly) for oe year to any address. 

BACK NUMBERS (1877-78), each 10 cents. Back 
numbers, bound—Vols. I and II—each vol.—paper 
40 cents; board 75 cents. January, 1878, is now 
out of press. 

We shall be pleased to have all who receive a 
sample copy of this number continue with us, and 
hope they will send their remittances of one dollar 
each in to us as speedily as possible, so that 
our mail list can be got in readiness for the next 
issue. 

. Write your name and address plaznuly. When 
possible inclose your printed address (card, bill or 
note head). 

Send at once for our Prospectus, if you have not 
already seen it. It gives specéal rates for all the 
leading medical journals in the United States, in 
connection with NEW PREPARATIONS. It also 
contains our list of Premzums. 

If you feel unable to pay the retail prices of 
medical publications, notice that you can obtain 
NEW PREPARATIONS with many of them for a 
year, without extra charges, if both publications 
are ordered through us. Many have availed them- 
selves of our clubbing rates the past few weeks. 

For publications of Messrs. Wm. Wood & Co., 
Henry C. Lea, and D. G. Brinton, we must here- 
after charge their list prices, with $1.00 additional 
for NEW PREPARATIONS, as they no longer make 
the usual trade discounts to any publishers. To 
save you the annoyance of making two remittances 

we will, however, be responsible for your payment 
reaching them if sent to us with your remittance 
for NEW PREPARATIONS. 

_A new premium for one subscriber is a Self- 

lighting Pocket Match Safe, in which a slight 
movement of the hand opens the case, throws out 


a match, and lights zt at the same moment. 
Like all our premiums, this is only offered to 
actual subscribers who send the names of Vew 
Subscribers. Thus, a physician who is not a paid 
subscriber, cannot remit $1.00 for his own subscrip- 
tion, and claim a premium. But if he is already 
on our books as a paid subscriber for 1879, or if he 
pays for himself at the same time, he can send $1.00 
for another subscription, and claim the premium. 

Subscribers cannot claim both the premtum and 
the advantages of our clubbing rates on the same 
subscriptions. 

Agents. 


We want more agents. Good smart men, phy- 
sicians with little practice, drug clerks, or any per- 
sons brought into direct contact with physicians, 
can do well by canvassing for us. The work is 
easy, honorable, requires no capital, and pays well. 

We furnish sample copies gvatzs. Write at 
once, stating your qualifications for canvassing, 
and the territory you want, and we shall be pleased 
to correspond with you. 

Agents now working for us are very successful 
thus far. 

Correspondence. 


Address all correspondence and printed matter 
pertaining to the journal to Geo. S. Davis, Box 641, 
Detroit. 

In corresponding, don’t blame us for an appar- 
ent inattention to your wants, until you know we 
are at fault. We have a large file of letters which 
ought to be answered; some have no signature, 
others no address, and many we cannot read either 
signature or place. Your letter of complaznt will 
enable us to answer you. 

WE shall continue the reports of practitioners 
upon the remedies introduced to your notice next 
| year, and shall also continue our reports upon such 
other new-comers as may be of interest to the pro- 
fession; hence we paves he invite physicians to 
send us, for publication, their written experience 
with any of the mew remedies alluded to in our 
columns, or upon kindred subjects. 
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Professional and Business Chances. 


Business CHances.—Under this head we will be happy to insert, gratis, from three to five lines from any physic Ff 


druggist who wishes to dispose of his property. 


These brief notices should state where the property is located, its 


reasons for selling, etc. This liberal offer enables physicians and druggists wishing to change their location to bring h 


matter free of expense to the notice of thousands who might wish to purchase. 


The circulation of New PREeparamon 


is already very large, and rapidly increasing. It goes to every State and Territory in the United States as well as te 


Canada and Great Britain. 


Please note our request that each advertiser will advise us as soon as the advertisement has achieved its purpe 





JHYSICIAN — LOCATION.—A good paying practice, 
office, books and furniture, good dwelling-house, 
orchard and shrubbery, two good store houses, fifty-five 
acres of land in good cultivation in edge of town. Will sell 
all or part ; cause, declining health, being now nearly fifty- 
four years old, and in the practice over twenty five years. 
Address, J. R. Pack, M. D., Hermitage, Hickory Co., Mo. 





FINE CHANCE FOR INVESTMENT.—A drug 
store in one of the best business locations in the city 
of Detroit is now offered for sale. The proprietor is com- 
pelled by urgent personal reasons to close up his business 
within a brief period, and will offer stock, fixtures and good 
will at verv reasonable figures. Part cash is asked, and 
easy terms for the balance, if good security can be given. 
Any one with available funds will find a bargain in a cash 
purchase. The store is well stocked with every requisite for 
a first-class store, and is in excellent condition. Address, 
“ Druggist,”’ box 641, Detroit, Mich. 





OR SALE.—To physician wishing a very desirable 
country practice and an excellent village home, con- 
sisting of No. 1 frame dwelling, seven rooms, well finished, 
with all modern conveniences—wells and cisterns, 4 acre 
of ground well fenced, abundance of fruit. Office on alley, 
ten feet from residence. Stables roomy and convenient. 
Location, near Delaware, O. Reasons, wishes to retire from 


practice. For all particulars, address, 
Crawford & Horr, Delaware, Ohio. 
AY J ANTED,.—A German partner to engage in the drug 

and liquor business. Business already established, 
capital required, $1,000. Address, P. O. box 121, Deshler, O. 








ILL TRADE new brick residence on main street, 
value $2,000, for stock of drugs Answer soon. 
Dr. E. F. Beogel, Dunkirk, Ohio. 
K° SALE.—A good sized brick house, new and large 
barn, nearly one acre of land, variety of fruit, located 
in a small village 8 miles west of Jackson; has a seminary, 
ng saloons; a rich farming town with no other physician in 
it. Cost of building and lot $3,300, will sell for $2,200, one- 
fourth down, remainder on time, with security. Reason I 
make the great sacrifice, am 78 years old and a sick wife. 
—, G. R. Powers, M. D., Spring Arbor, Jackson Co., 
ich. 





| SALE.—Drug stock and fixtures, valued at 
Located in the finest farming county in the west; terme 

tory large, and good trade; good reasons for selling, Fg 

terms and particulars address Lock box 499, Marshalk f 





| ae - SALE—A GOOD CHANCE FOR INVEST 
MENT.—Drugs and furniture for store, stock gn 
can be made a paying business; an excellent location for@ 
physician; will sell residence and 108% acres of land 
same, terms reasonable. Address, 
Dr. J. Hendricks, Waelder, Gonzales Co., Texag, 





x 


YOR SALE—DRUG STORE.—In a town of 8,000 inhabe 
itants in central Ohio. Good location. Stock, $5,000% 
sales from $8,000 to $9,000 per year. Will sell at invoice, 
then deduct $500, or lump and sell at a bargain. Good : 
sons for selling. Address, X, box 641, Detroit, % 
PEASE) ete ia ae 
| ARE CHANCE FOR A YOUNG PHYSICIAN 
For thirty days only do I offer a good payin; actice, 
ood office furniture, drugs, good will, etc., for §ibo, cash, 
‘ossession at any time. Reasons for selling, wish to go 
California. Furniture alone worth the money.- Address, © 
Dr. Otis, Wooster, Ohio, 7 


OCATION — PHYSICIAN.— Good house, barn, 6 
acres of land, plenty of fruit, and a practice of $2,500) 
a year, ina thriving village, for sale for what the place ig) 
worth. Reason for selling, want to remove to the city# 
Address, Box 24, Milan, Mich, | 











I RUG STORE.—Drug store for sale, 75 miles from New 
York; fine city, good trade and elegant store. Pog 
health is why offered. Sales about $40a day. Refer to 
Jennings, 218 Greenwich street, New York, ~ 





WOR SALE.—A drug and book store, in one of the best 
counties of Iowa. Stock clean, new and small ; reg 
low, location best in town. Good reasons given. Address 
“*B,”’ care box 641, Detroit, Mich, 





ee... WANTED.—A young 
of integrity and good morals, possessed of energy 
intelligence, in good professional standing, to assist one 
alarge and growing practice in an interior town of Tex 
Address. F. C. W. M., Box 641, Detroit, Mich. & 








Miscellaneous Business Notices. 





ICHIGAN MEDICAL NEWS.— Published semi- 

monthly. Terms only one dollar per year. Edited by 

Dr. J. J. Mulheron. Send three-cent postage stamp for 
specimen copy. 





)}LIXIRS WINES AND SYRUPS.—Parke, Davis & 


4 Co. have made many improvements in these elegant | 


harmaceuticals. Their list comprises all standard formu- 
2, as well as the most recent combinations of new remedies. 
Physicians will insure satisfaction, and encourage quality in 
manufacture by specifying “ P. D. & Co.’s” on their pre- 
scriptions. 





ACTATED PEPSINE (not patented.) A new com- 
4 pound digestive agent, composed of pepsitie, maltose, 
diastase, pancreatine, lactic acid, and hydrochloric acid. 
Recommended in dyspepsia and all phases of mal-nutrition, 
and-in sickness of pregnancy. eae | “Pp. D. & Co's.” 
-ARKE, Davis & Co. 


ASCARA SAGRADA (Rhamnus Purshiana.) The 

fluid extract of this drug has been proved to be one of 

the most useful liquid cathartics known to the profession. 

As a laxative and remedy in habitual constipation it has no 
equal. See Adv. page IV. Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit. 


j)}\MPTY CAPSULES. — Physicians are requested to ex- 
4 amine Parke, Davis & Co.’s capsules in comparison 
with others in the market. Send for descriptive circular. 











\URJUN BALSAM.—The new substitute for copaiba 
in gonorrheea, for sale in quantities as desired by 
Parke, Davis & Co., Detroit. 





i STOCK.—A large supply of genuine 
Cascara Sagrada, Gurjun Balsam, 
Penthorum Sedoides, Folia Carobe, 
Gentiana, Quinqueflora, Bael Fruit, 
Berberis Aquifolium, Boldo Leaves, 3 
Yerba Reuma, * Jaborandi, 
Grindelia Robusta. 
ParRKE, Davis & Co., 


Detroit. 





PH GRANULES.—These granules are intended 
supply the need of physicians in such cases as requ 

minute doses, or frequent repetition, for adults, or in ed 

plaints of children. For the sake of beauty of appes 08, 

and to distinguish them from the regulur line of 

coating of pink sugar is applied. Specify ‘“P., D. 

Pink Granules’ on your orders. ParkE, Davis & Co. : 





OLDO.—The new Chilian tonic recommended in d 
sia, gonorthcea and rheumatism. See 3d page of cover 
ParkE, Davis & CO> 
I HUS AROMATICA.—The new remedy for 4 
and all diseases of the genito-urinary organs, he 
See advert 





hages, and other excessive discharges. 
page IV. 





de BARK.—The new remedy for diarrhea in all 
phases. Also recommended in colic, toothac! 
ralgia, rheumatism and gout. See advertising page ¥. 
Bag yp peng reliable and convenient 
dy in colic, cramps, cholera-morbus, cholera ipfaa 
Is also indicated in any affections requiring a potents@ 
dyne. See advertising page VI. : 
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